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YoL.  VII.    FEBRUARir,  1832.      No.  12. 


From  the  London  Auti-Slavery  Monthly  Reporter,  for  April,  1830. 
(Concluded  from  p.  340.) 

Btt  if  such  be  a  f:*ir  representation  of  the  willincT  industry  of  the  libe- 
rtted  Africans  at  Sierra  Leone,  it  may  be  asked  wlience  has  the  impres- 
sion arisen  of  their  inaptitude  to  voluntary  labor,  and  of  the  necessity 
of  introducing  among'  them  some  compulsory  process  for  enforcing  indus- 
try >  The  question  admits  of  an  easy  and  satisfactory  answer.  It  has 
arisen  partly  from  the  gross  misrepresentations  of  hostile  partizans,  and 
partly  from  a  somewhat  unfair  report,  on  tiiis  particular  point,  of  the 
Commissioners  appointed  in  18J5,  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  liberated 
captives  at  Sierra  Leone.  In  this  report  (printed  for  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, 7th  May,  1827,  No.  310,)  an  opinion  is  expressed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners  in  favor  of  "a  mild  and  well-regulated  system  of  coerced  labor,"  as 
being  the  most  effectual  mode  of  inducing  among  the  liberated  Africans  stea- 
dy habits  of  industry  in  agricultural  pursuits, "  (p.  55,)  and  they  add,  (p. 
66,)  that,  "without  some  such  system,  it  is  much  to  be  feared  that  it 
will  be  found  impracticable  to  induce  any  considerable  number  of  the 
adult  liberated  Africans,  by  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  to  improve  their 
condition  beyond  what  they  are  at  |)reseut  led  to  do  by  their  own  idea 
of  comfort,  which  includes  U'tle  more  than  an  abundance  i<f  food  and  iufficient 
shelter  jriini  tlie  wtatlur.  Kven  if  the  habits  or  inclinations  of  this  class 
were  such  as  to  incite  them  to  more  extensive  cultivation,  it  should  be 
remembered  that,  for  this  purpose,  some  capital  is  requisite,  and  this  they 
have  had  no  means  of  acquiring." 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  point  out  the  extreme  unfairness  of  such  a 
statement.  The  Commissioners  assume  tliat  the  liberated  Africans  re- 
quire  coercion;  and  yet  the\  admit,  that  uiihout  .sucli  coercion,  they  ha»e 
■15 
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already  fiilfilletl  their  own  ideas  of  comfort  in  the  abundance  of  food,  and 
ill  shelter  from  the  wca'lier,  including-,  we  presume,  a  comfortable  dwell- 
ing and  adequate  clothing.  Now,  supposing  tliat  it  could  be  truly  affirm- 
ed of  the  peasantry  of  England,  that  by  their  labor,  they  were  in  the  re- 
gnlar  enjojmcnt  of  abundance  of  food  and  of  shelter  from  the  weath- 
er, what  should  we  say  to  the  statesman  who  should  recommend 
as  a  measure  cf  just,  humane,  and  warrantable  policy,  that  they  should  be 
placed  un<ler  a  system  of  coercion  in  order  both  "to  induce  artificial' 
wants,"  and  "to  stimulate  them  to  that  degree  of  agricultural  industry 
which  may  supply  the  means  of  gratifying  such  wants  by  the  produc- 
tion of  articles  having  exchangeable  value  in  other  countries?"  (p. 
56).  What,  we  ask,  would  be  said  to  such  a  proposal'  Should  we 
not  revolt  from  it  as  utterly  repugnant  to  every  principle  of  just 
and  politic  legislation;  nay,  as  a  cruel  and  unjustifiable  interference 
witli  the  rights  of  private  judgment  and  individual  conduct;  as  no- 
better  than  a  slightly  modified  system  of  actual  slaverj-?  What,  all 
the  members  of  any  community  "having  food,"  nay  "abundance"  of  food 
and  "raiment,"  and  shelter  too,  may  they  not  be  allowed  "therewith  to  be 
content"?  fn  Europe,  nay,  in  England,  we  should  say,  that  if  this  could 
be  truly  predicated  of  our  peasantry,  their  h)t  would  be  an  enviable  one. 
But  this  will  not  do  for  Sierra  Leone.  The  inhabitants  of  the  former, 
however,  are  white,  of  the  latter,  unfortunately,  black.  These  last  must 
not  be  tried  by  the  same  standard  of  prosperity  and  comfort  as  the  labor- 
ing classes  in  Europe,  with  whom  the  political  economist  is  satisfied,  if 
they  feed  and  clothe  themselves  by  their  labor.  No,  the  negroes  must 
be  driven  to  do  more:  they  must  be  coerced,  first,  that  tiiey  may  feel  wants, 
and  then  that  they  may  gratify  wants  thus  artificially  and  compidsorily 
created,  in  order  to  consume  more  of  our  manufactures.  They  are 
happy  it  is  true,  and  contented  with  their  present  lot;  they  have  enouglv 
to  satisfy  every  craving  of  nature,  without  compulsion. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  dwell  on  the  utter  absurdity,  as  well  as  the  un- 
reasonableness and  gross  jjartiulity  of  such  views,  as  they  appear  in  this 
report.  And  they  are  the  more  reprehensible,  because  the  Commission- 
ers admit  lliat  the  efl'ect  of  the  onlinary  inducements  to  voluntary  e.xer- 
tion  had  not  been  fairly  tried  witli  the  liberated  Africans  at  Sierra  Leone_ 
A  single  fact,  mentioned  by  them  at  p.  71,  is  snfHcient  to  account  for  the 
absence  of  any  material  eflbrts  of  agricultural  industry  among  the  libera- 
ted Africans,  and  throws  the  blame  of  that  absence  wholly  on  the  (Govern- 
ment. Down  to  the  year  1825,  only  six  grants  of  land  for  cidtivation  had 
been  made  to  the  liberated  Africans.  They  had  been  permitted,  it  is 
true,  to  cultivate  unoccupied  land,  but  beyond  the  grants  to  these  si.\  in- 
dividuals, not  an  acre  of  land,  in  1825,  had  yet  been  put  into  the  posses- 
sion, as  his  pro|)crly,  of  any  liberated  African.  "In  no  instance,"  it  is 
further  stated,  at  p.  C8,  "does  it  appear  that  lands  have  been  allotted  to 
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tlicm  as  farms."  \Nli:it  uidticenieiil  coulil  there  have  been  llicrcforo  for 
these  pour  creatures  to  expend  time  in  cultivation,  beyond  the  necessities 
of  the  moment,  under  such  a  wretched  antl  improvident  system  of  admin- 
istration, as  alh)wed  to  lliom  no  property  in  tlie  soil,  no  specific  location, 
nor  any  tenure  beyond  tlie  present  moment  of  occupancy' 

But  this  was  not  all.  Xot  only  were  no  lands  located  to  them  until  1827, 
but  they  were  absolutely  deprived  of  all  motive  to  exertion,  if  we  may 
believe  the  statement  of  (ieneral  Turner,  by  tlie  improvidence  and  profu- 
sion of  the  Government.  lie  tells  us  that  they  had  been  receiving,  in 
most  cases,  "a  gratuitous  maintenance,"  that  "they  had  been  for  years 
supported  in  idleness  by  the  Government." — Oidy  iinag'ine  such  a  course 
as  this  to  have  been  pursued  with  the  civilized  peasantry  of  this  country, 
and  what  mii^ht  we  expect  to  be  its  general  efl'ecl?  Would  it  not  be  the 
absence  of  all  exertion''  And  is  it  reasonable  to  expect  a  different  result 
in  the  case  of  the  African  just  liberated  from  the  hold  of  a  slave-ship,  and 
whose  new  state  of  enjoyment  into  which  he  has  been  suddenly  transferred, 
is  as  a  paradise  when  compared  with  tlie  charnel-house  from  which  he  has 
been  rescued. 

Take  the  account  of  their  state  as  given  by  two  medical  officers  to  the 
Commissioners.     One  says, 

"The  principal  contagious  diseases  slaves  bring  with  them  is,  small-pox 
and  craw  craw,  an  inveterate  itch,  and  not  lon^  ago  a  vessel  arrived  here 
with  a  very  bad  ophthalmia  among  the  slaves,  which  had  some  appearance 
of  a  contagious  character,  consequently  tlie  establishment  of  a  lazaretto 
for  the  reception  of  such  cases  would  be  exceedingly  beneficial. 

"In  such  of  the  slave  vesseln  as  I  have  visited,  the  unfortunate  slaves 
were  so  crowded  they  had  not  space  to  lie  down,  nor  any  sort  of  bedding 
or  covering  whatsoever;  the  height  betwixt  decks  was  barely  sufficient  to 
allow  a  ver\'  moderate  sized  man  to  sit  erect;  they  would  appear  to  be 
embarked  in  the  proportion  of  four  or  five  (adults  and  children)  to  every 
ton  the  vessel  registers;  from  their  exposure  to  all  sorts  of  weather,  their 
crowded,  condition,  scanty  fare,  bad  watrr,  and  confined  air,  diseases 
make  great  inroads  among  them,  particularly  bowel  complaints  and  a  hec- 
tic marasmus." 

Another  slates, 

"Hiiring  the  years  1822  and  1823,  prior  to  the  appointment  of  an  offi- 
cer for  that  particular  duty,  I  visited  most  of  the  slave  vessels  on  their  ar- 
rival, and  found  the  slaves  in  general  in  a  most  miserable  condition,  in  a 
very  crowded  slate,  and  from  unavoidable  circumstances  badly  sup|>lied 
with  provisions  and  water,  particularly  as  the  voyage  fronn  leeward  gene- 
rally exceeded  six  weeks.  The  average  of  the  sick  might  be  about  one 
in  five,  but  the  whole  of  them  much  emaciated  and  unlit  for  inmieuiate 
employment; — the  diseases,  bowel  complaints  and  afTliclions  of  the  lungs; 
in  the  children,  irremediable  debility  attended  with  general  anasarca.  Oc- 
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casinnally  the  small  pox  has  mide  its  appcftranre  diirini:;;'  the  voyiprr;  the 
scene  ii)  those  instances  ht-comL'S  too  honible  for  description.  I  cannot, 
however,  pass  over  withinit  notice,  the  kindness  with  wlvch  these  poor 
wretches  have  been  invarinbly  treated  hy  the  naval  officers  in  charge, 
whose  attention  to  them,  as  far  as  tlieir  means  would  allow,  has  been  un- 
remitting' under  il»e  most  appalling^  circumstances."  Papers  of  18.^0, 
No.  57.  p.  87  and  67. 

To  this  testimony  the  Commissioners  add  with  much  feelinp,  "It  is,  in- 
deed, truly  g'ratifying'  to  witness  tlie  joy  sometimes  manifested  by  the 
Africans  upon  meeting  with  an  officer  under  whose  charge  they  had  been 
brought  to  the  Colony."     Report,  p.  22. 

Now  su(^h  are  the  wretched  materials,  out  of  which  the  Colony  of  Sier- 
ra I.eone  has  been  constructed;  nor  does  the  description  which  has  been 
given,  horrif\ing  as  it  is,  convey  an  adequate  impression  of  one  half  of 
the  disadvantages  under  which  they  labor.  They  arrive  not  only  debili- 
tated, diseased,  and  emaciated,  hut  desponding,  dejected,  and  destitute, 
naked  without  even  a  rag  to  cover  them,  wholly  ignorant  of  the  English 
language,  and  without  power  or  inclination  for  exertion.  And  yet  of  these 
wretched  beings,  what  is  the  report  which  is  given  us  in  the  official  docu- 
ments from  which  we  have  made  such  copious  extracts'  The  change 
passed  upon  them  would  require  the  strongest  language  duly  to  depict. 
It  is  like  a  resurrection  from  the  dead;  a  translation  from  chains  and  dark- 
ness to  light  and  liberty;  from  a  depth  of  wretchedness  of  which  those 
whose  eyes  have  not  witnessed  it  can  form  no  adequate  conception,  to  a 
State  of  comparative  ease  and  enjoyment,  of  comfort  and  happiness;  and 
from  barbarism  and  degradation  the  most  complete,  to  civilization  and  chris- 
tian improvement.  Nor  is  it  only  Colonel  Denham  and  Major  Ricketta 
who  bear  their  unequivocal  testimony  to  this  gratifying  change;  the  Com- 
missioners themselves  afl'ord  their  reluctant  suflrage  to  the  same  general 
results,  although  the  system  under  which  the  liberated  Africans  had  been 
prexiously  placed  was  peculiarly  wasteful  and  defective,  and  they  were, 
therefore,  seen  by  those  Commissioners,  \inder  very  unfa\  orable  circum- 
Etances. 

But  notwithstanding  the  extent  and  consolatory  nature  of  th's  change, 
which  the  Commissioners  could  not  but  acknowledge,  they  were  still  diu- 
satisfied.  They  seem  to  have  expected  and  required  of  these  poor  crea- 
tures absolute  impossibilities.  They  seem  to  have  looked  for  the  fruits 
of  industry,  intelligence,  and  capital,  from  men  who  brought  nothing 
with  them  into  the  Colony  but  their  unnerved  and  tottering  limbs;  and 
their  naked  and  emaciated  bodies;  and  their  depressed  and  abject  spirits; 
and  not  finding  those  fruits,  they  pronounce  the  cruel  sentence,  that  for 
them  "some  mild  coercive  power  is  necessary."  (p.  55.)  An;l  in  the 
very  breath  in  wh.ich  they  enunciate  this  monstrous  proposition,  and  con- 
demn these  rescued  captives  to  the  experimental  process,  recommended 
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by  the  s'crn  iiiul  imnHturul  (l',\!^inas  of  tlie  foiindiTS  of  Uic  new  school  of 
*'TI)e  Philosophy  of  hibor,"  we  ;ir>  cahnly  tolil,  that  the  more  nuttiral  and 
ritioiiiil  iiuhiceniL-nt  of  w:i<jes  hud  not  even  yet  been  tried  to  excite  their 
industry.  The  woids  of  the  Commissioners  are  that,  perhaps,  "tlie  ne- 
cessity of  this  coercion  mifjht,  however,  in  some  degree,  be  avoided,  by 
K  »  I  g"  1"  tlie  neproes  dailv  wages,  even  of  a  trifling  amount!" — In  this 
way  n):)y  the  happiness  of  millions  of  our  fellow-men  be  sacrificed  to  some 
hard-hearted  abstraction;  and  of  such  stuff  are  Commissioners  sometimes 
made!     But  let  us  return  truni  this  dig-e.-sion  to  their  Report. 

The  Commissioners  admit  that  tliere  is  much  good  soil  in  the  valleys  of 
the  Peninsula,  though  the  more  sterile  land  of  the  mountains  had  been  in- 
judiciously selected  for  the  liberated  African  villages,  thus  subjecting 
these  poor  people  to  additional  and  unnecessary  difficulties,      p.   6,  SiC. 

They  admit  also,  that  the  harbor  of  Sierra  I.eone  is  of  the  most  secure 
and  commodious  description,  and  '  i,ives  to  Freetown  a  great  facility  for 
trade,  possessed  by  few  situations  upun  the  coast,  and  probably  by  none, 
in  an  equal  degree,"  (p.  7);  and  that  "Freetown,  as  well  as  the  rest  of 
the  Peninsula,  enjoys  an  advantage  which  none  of  the  other  settlements 
possess,  in  a  constant  and  plentiful  supply  of  excellent  water,"  (p.  105,) 
and  has,  besides,  "some  important  advantages  over  the  other  settlements." 
(p.  1U8) 

They  fartlier  admit  a  very  visible  improvement  in  various  classes  of  the 
negro  population. 

"i'he  general  appearance,"  they  observe,  "of the  Nova  Scotian  settlers, 
differs  but  little  from  that  of  the  free  people  of  color  in  the  West  Indies. 
On  Sundajs  their  dress  is  neat  and  clean,  and  their  general  deportment 
very  respectable,  'i'his  remark  is  equally  applicable  to  all  the  other  co- 
lored classes  which  compose  the  resident  population  of  Freetown,  where 
great  external  respect  is  paid  to  the  Sabbath."     lb.  p.  13. 

Again: — 

"From  their  previous  habits  and  manner  of  life,  it  was  not  to  be  expect- 
ed that  the  Maroons"  (exiled  from  Jamaica,  and  in  1800  brought  to  Sierra 
Leone,)  "would  bring  with  them  to  the  Colony  a  knowledge  of  the  arts 
of  civilized  society,  or  a  taste  for  pursuits  requiring  industry  and  applica- 
tion. To  religion  they  seem  to  have  been  utter  strangers,  and  pol\  gamy 
was  prevalent  amongst  them.*  Under  these  circumstances  it  is  not  sur- 
prising that  their  accession  should  have  been  looked  forward  to  with  con- 
siderabL-  doubt  and  appiclieriSion;  but  these  feelings  towards  them  soon 


•This  is  still  lli<.-  st.itc  of  thoir  f-llow-. Maroons  who  remain  in  Jnin.iicu.  No 
BtroiigtT  proof  of  the  iiiiprovi-incnt  which  has  brcn  jirocccdin^  at  Sierra  I.oDnr  can 
be  ^ivcn,  lh.in  to  compare  the  .iclual  stale  of  thotic  now  rcviiicut  iu  tlial  Colony  with 
thode  whom  they  have  left  befijnd  in  Jamaica.  The  latter  arc  not  even  now  uliuw- 
*d  to  give  eyidenc*  in  courts  of  jiutirc  against  other  iri-*  pcri»on«. 
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stibsideil,  as  thev  liappeoed  to  arrive  at  a  time  when  their  services  were 
much  required  to  repel  a  liostile  attack,  on  wliich  occasion  they  appear  to 
liave  conducted  tliemselves  well;  and  they  liave  since  maintained,  pretty 
generallv,  the  g'ood  opinion  tlien  f(irmed  of  ihem. 

"Tlie  laws,  under  the  restraint  of  which  tluy  found  themselves  placed, 
must  in  some  cases  have  been  irksome  to  them  To  that  by  which  poly- 
gamy was  abolished  they  seem  to  have  submitted  quietly,  but  many  of 
tiiem  opposed  a  decided  resistance  to  the  Colonial  militia  laws,  which  led 
to  the  temporary  removal  of  some  of  them  from  their  homes.  Although 
tlie  attempt  to  introduce  a  taste  for  agricultural  pursuits  would  seem  entire- 
ly to  have  failed,  still  in  the  occupations  to  which  they  applied  themselves, 
they  have  shown  an  aptness  which  gives  them  the  first  place  in  the  Co- 
lony as  tradesmen;  and  in  point  of  industry  they  are  equal,  if  not  superior, 
to  anv  other  class  of  the  population."     Report,  p.  14. 

"lUit  altliough  they  have  as  yet  made  little  progress  in  agriculture,  it 
may  be  hoped  that  eventually  their  example  will  be  productive  of  good. 
Several  of  the  Maroons  have  been  successful  in  trade,  by  which  they  have 
acquired  a  comfortable  livelihood;  and  a  few  of  them  who  are  more  exten- 
sively engaged  in  mercantile  transactions,  are  supposed  to  have  attained 
to  considerable  affluence,  at  the  same  time  that  they  have  maintained  a 
character  of  great  respectability. 

"It  has  been  already  stated,  that  the  Maroons  were  without  religion 
when  they  arrived  in  the  Colony.  At  present,  they  are  almost  universally 
sectarians;  for  the  most  part  Wesleyan  Methodists. 

"From  the  character  and  circumstances  of  these  people,  they  must  be 
expected  bereaf'ler  to  maintain  a  leading  influence  in  this  part  of  Africa; 
and  although  it  may  excite  surprise  that  few,  if  any  of  them,  have  been  in- 
duced to  become  members  of  the  Established  Church  of  that  nation  to 
which  they  owe  the  enjoyment  of  present,  and  the  prospect  of  future  ad- 
vantages, it  would  seem  unjust  to  deny  to  the  respectable  sectarians, 
wliose  zeal  and  assiduity  are  best  attested  by  their  success,  the  praise 
which  on  tliat  account  they  are  entitled  to  claim. 

"The  dress  and  general  appearance  of  the  Maroons  is  very  respectable, 
particularly  on  Sunday,  when  a  peculiar  neatness  is  observable;  and  their 
deportment  not  only  in  the  chapel,  but,  .is  fai-  as  opportunities  have  offer- 
ed of  observing  it  elsewhere  during  that  day,  is  very  creditable. 

"It  will  be  seen  by  tht-  Document,  No.  2.  (\.)  that  of  636  Maroons, 
ZC.8  are  vouihs  of  both  sexes.  Jlany  of  these  display  at  school  considera- 
ble aptitude  for  acquirement,  and  hold,  out  the  promise  of  becoming  one 
dav  useful  auxiliaries  in  the  advancement  of  civilization,  if  by  a  more  ex- 
tended scale  of  education  the  talents  which  tliey  possess  be  cultivated,  so 
as  to  enable  them  gradually  to  rise  to  situations  of  trust  in  the  Colony." 
Hcport,  p.  15. 

The  next  accession  to  t!:e  Colony  (independent  of  the   liberated   Afri- 
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cans,)  consisted  i)f  ciplity-five  slaves,  banished  fronn  UuilKidoes  on  acrount 
of  an  insiiiTiction  in  tliat  isliuid.  'llu-y  were  employed  in  jjubiic  works 
for  two  or  three  years. 

"At  tlic  expiration  of  this  time  they  were  permitted  to  employ  them- 
selves for  their  own  benefit;  and  their  conduct  since  has  proved  that  this 
lenity  was  not  ill-judpfed,  for,  since  the  restrictions  were  removed,  tiiey 
have  in  general  shown  themselves  to  be  industrious  and  useful. 

"It  is  understood  that  after  their  dismissal  from  the  public  works,  the 
great  majority  of  them  settled  in  or  about  Freetown.  Man\'  being  trades- 
men readily  found  employment,  and  those  who  had  a  knowledge  of  tropi- 
cal agriculture  have  lutterly  been  souglit  after  by  merchants  and  other  in- 
dividuals, who  have  small  farms  or  gardens  for  their  amusement  in  the 
vicinity.  In  some  of  these  the  Barbadoes  negroes  have  a  few  liberated 
Africans  under  their  instruction,  and  thus  occupied  for  their  own  benefit, 
render  themselves  really  useful  to  the  Colony."*     J  bid.  p    15. 

Another  accession  to  the  Colony  at  this  time  consisted  of  about  1,000 
black  soldiers  of  the  African  corps,  disbanded  in  the  Colony,  and  settled 
there  with  their  families,  some  in  Freetown,  some  on  farms. 

♦'Many  of  them  appear  industrious."  They  have  generally  maintained 
a  respectable  character,  and  have,  by  their  own  exertions,  (aided  by  some 
liberal  residents)  and  under  the  zealous  superintendence  of  the  Uev.  Mr. 
Raban,  erected  a  chapel  in  the  distant  part  of  tlie  town,  where  they  re- 
side. That  gentleman  officiates  there  two  days  in  the  week  to  a  congre- 
gation, averaging,  perhaps,  one  hundred  persons,  whose  appearance  and 
deportment  are  very  creditable."      Ibid.  p.  15. 

Now  with  respect  to  the  liberated  Africans,  what  is  their  report? 

".Many  liberated  Africans  reside  in  Freetown,  wiiere  they  are  intermix- 
ed with  the  other  inhabitants;  and  no  means  exist  of  ascertaining  the  par- 
ticulars of  their  condition  as  a  separate  class. 

"A  smail  proportion  are  understood  to  be  engaged  in  petty  trade,  on 
their  own  account,  or  employed  in  the  sjjops  of  the  more  wealthy 
classes;  but  tiie  great  majority  of  them  are  mechanics,  labourers,  and 
domestics. 

"The  mechanics  arc  chiefly  tiiose  who  h.ad  been  instructed  in  trades  by 
the  engineer  department  in  Freetown,  or  by  the  .\frican  department  in 
the  villages,  '["he  former  have  generally  resided  for  a  considerable  time 
in  Freetown,  and  many  of  them  have  so  far  improved  their  condition  as  to 


♦Th"sc  werc*bL-  men  whom  llie  aiuhoritii-s  of  Uarbadocs  had  liiintcd  like  wild 
beasts,  and  inasiacrod  by  haiidrcdii,  till  tln'ir  course  was  fitayed  by  ihc  iiiliTfrrcHcc 
of  Sir  James  Lcith;  and  of  whom  about  l-'iO  wi-rc  afterwards  d-jiorlcd  uiidi-r  rir- 
cumstances  of  crnclly  whirh  d<-Mtrnyfd  more  than  «  third  of  ihrir  inimbor.  The 
•iirvivors,  after  two  ycara'  cjiifnKMnciit  on  ^liij'boaid,  were  laiidid  at  .Sierra  Lconc 
iu  1^-29. 
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possess  houses  Ynuch  superior  to  those  usually  occupied  by  the  villag-ers. 
Several  of  them  are  of  stone,  and  in  some  instances,  of  a  description 
much  above  the  circumstances  of  the  proprietors.  But  their  situation  as 
mechanics  afforded  facilities,  and  the  wages  which  tliey  formerly  obtained 
as  such,  far  exceeded  the  very  limited  expenditure  for  their  clothing  and 
food."    lb.  p.  32. 

"Independently  of  Freetown,  but  including'  the  Isles  de  Los  and  Bana- 
nas, the  number  of  settlements  which  have  at  diU'erent  times  been  made,  is 
fourteen"     lb.  p.  33. 

The  Commissioners  then  proceeded  to  describe  the  different  villages 
in  terms  of  mixed  blame  and  praise;  but  as  their  statements  have  been  su- 
perseded by  subsequent  reports,  we  need  not  at  tills  late  hour  enter  upon 
them.  Speaking  of  the  scliools,  after  some  length  of  detail  in  sliewing 
their  very  varying  progress,  the  incompetency  of  many  of  theteacheis, 
and  the  Immense  difficulties  to  be  surmounted  in  teaching  these  ignorant 
savages,  the  Commissioners  observe  as  follows: 

"The  most  serious  of  these  difficulties  are,  the  uncertainly  as  to  the 
number  of  children  to  be  provided  for  in  any  given  period,  the  wretched 
state  of  many  of  them  when  received,  tlieir  entire  ignorance  of  the  lan- 
guage through  the  medium  of  which  they  are  to  be  Instructed,  and,  for 
a  long  time,  the  want  of  all  incitement  to  exertions,  tiie  motives  for 
which  they  cannot  sufficiently  comprehend.  If  to  tiiese  considerations  be 
added  the  very  limited  number  and  frequent  sickness  or  change  of  the 
European  teachers,  and  the  incompetency  of  the  native  assistants,  they 
will  account,  in  some  measure,  for  the  little  progress  that  has  hitiierto 
been  made. 

"In  the  three  liberated  African  scliools  which  were  found  to  be  so  su- 
perior to  others,  the  teachers,  besides  possessing  zeal  and  ability,  enjoy- 
ed comparatively  good  health,  and  were  thereby  enabled  to  continue  in 
charge  for  several  successive  years." 

"The  great  increase  of  Freetown,  and  the  circumstances  of  its  inhabit- 
ants, seem  to  require  the  establishment  of  a  seminary  where  a  limited 
number  of  youth  might  receive  a  more  liberal  education  than  is  at  present 
afforded.  A  few  of  the  more  wealthy  persons  of  color  have  already  sent 
their  children  to  Europe  for  instruction.*  It  may  therefore  be  inferred 
that  such  individuals  would  readily  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  a 
school  which  should  render  so  expensive  a  measure  unnecessary,  and  would 


♦  The  Commissioners  in  this  and  other  places,  use  the  term  "persons  of  color," 
"colored  men"  inaccurately.  They  include  under  it  the  Blacks,  who  form  the 
{i;rcat  bulk  of  the  population,  and  who,  in  fact,  arc  the  persons  who  cliioflv  send  their 
cliildrcii  to  England  for  education,  and  who  sit  on  juries.  The  Nova  Scotians,  Ma- 
roons, Barbadians,  discharged  .Soldiers,  and  liberated  African.',  with  few  excep- 
tions, are  Bl.ick. 
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'be  joined  by  olliers  wliose  circunisUr.ccs  i)I.-icc  an  F.urojjcnn  education 
lieyond  their  reach."     Ut-port,  p.  TO. 

"The  trial  by  jury  is  a  part  of  the  law  whicli  seems  to  be  duly  appre- 
<;iatc(l  in  tlie  Colony,  and  is  stated  to  have  been  advantag-eoiis  in  practice." 
"We  did  not,  wliile  resident  in  Trcctown,  sec  a  single  juryman  objected 
to,  aUhout,^!  we  attended  all  the  courts  tliat  were  held  during'  that  time." 

"Tlie  colored  men  wliom  we  have  had  opportunities  of  observing  on 
juries,  may  be  staled  as  being  tiie  most  respectable  of  their  class.  They 
appeared  attentive,  and  anxious  to  entertain  the  merits  of  the  case,  and, 
as  far  as  we  could  judge  from  their  verdict,  seemed  to  be  possessed  of  suf- 
ficient intelligence  to  insure  the  ends  of  justice;  thougii  a  subtle  advocate 
■miglit  no  doubt  occasionally  perplex  them  by  technicalites,  to  whicli  they 
are  at  present  unaccustomed.  It  is  true,  that  the  number  which  there 
vere  opportunities  of  seeing  in  the  capacity  of  jurors  was  not  considerable, 
as  two  pannels  only  attended  the  sessions.  'I'hese  tried  the  cases  alter- 
nately-, and,  generally  speaking',  the  same  individuals  acted  in  jury  cases 
at  the  court  of  the  recorder.  They  are  selected  principally  from  the  old- 
er settlers,  (Nova  Scotians  and  Maroons),  and,  in  some  fev/  instances,  from 
the  liberated  Africans."  Ibid.  p.  92. 

"The  coroner  of  Freetown  is  staled,  by  tlie  chief  justice,  to  have  been 
sometimes  appointc'd  by  the  governor,  and  sometimes  elected  by  the  free- 
liolders.       The  individual  at  present  holding   the   situation  is  a  Maroon. 

"Neither  of  tire  two  individuals  practising  as  solicitors  and  attornies, 
lias  been  professionally  educated.  One  is  a  European,  who  acts  also  as 
King's  advocate  and  register  of  the  Vice  Admiralty  Court;  the  other,  a 
person  of  color,  born  and  educated  in  England,  and  actually  engaged  in 
■mercantile  pursuits. 

"Of  the  seven  justices  in  the  commission  of  the  peace  for  the  Colony, 
one  is  a  military  oflicer,  and  the  otlier  six  hold  civil  situations  under  the 
-government. 

"The  mayor  and  aldermen  of  Freetown  are  appointed  by  the  governor 
and  council.  The  present  mayor  is  one  of  the  early  Nova  Scotian  set- 
tlers; the  senior  alderman,  one  of  the  early  Maroon  settlers;  the  second,  a 
person  of  color,  born  in  the  West  Indies;  and  the  third,  a  young  European, 
clerk  in  :i  mercantile  house. 

"Of  tlie  commissioners  of  requests,  three  are  magistrates,  and  five  are 
■engaged  in  trade;  and  of  tliet-e,  two  are  persons  of  color."     Ibid.  p.  95. 

If  any  tiling  farther  were  necessary  to  elucidate  this  subject,  a  reference 
might  be  made  to  a  great  variety  of  high  and  unexceptionable  testimonies; 
to  the  records  of  the  African  Institution,  and  to  those  of  the  Church  Mis- 
sionary Society;  to  official  reports  of  Naval  (Jflicers,  both  Ilrllish  and 
American,  (particularly  to  those  of  tiic  late  Sir  (ieorgc  Collier,  and  of 
t'aptain  Trenchard  of  the  I'nited  States'  Navy);  and  to  various  intelligent 
und  disinterested  travellers,  of  whose  evidence  a  condensed  view  may  be 


oC2  Jlut/tcnlic  JiccoHiil  of  Sierra  Leove.  [Fob. 

fountl  ill  a  pamplilet,  by  llie  late  Mr.  Kennetli  Macuuluy,  published  for 
HaiclKirJ  in  1627,  entitled  "The  Colony  of  Sierra  Leone  Vindicated." 
S«e,  purticuUrly,  pages  23,  32,  38,  39,  61,  92,  Stc.  and  li'l— 127. 

We  must  abstain,  however,  from  farther  details,  and  even  from  allu- 
ding to  the  growing'  trade  of  the  Colony,  which,  with  some  other  matters, 
we  must  reserve  for  another  occasion  — In  the  mean  time,  we  would  ask, 
what  there  is  in  the  circumstances  of  this  particular  Colony  which  ren- 
ders it  so  pecuiiariy  the  subject  of  obloquy,  condemnation,  and  abandon- 
ment' it  has  been  seriously  proposed  that  Government  should  abandon 
it.  Is  tliis  possible'  And  if  possible,  is  it  consistent  with  good  faith  or 
with  tlie  dictates  of  the  commonest  justice  and  humanity?  The  great  mass 
of  the  individuals  who  compose  the  Colony  are  Africans  liberated  by  our 
cruizers  fron',  the  holds  of  slave  sliips.  Putting  out  of  view  the  strong 
claims  of  some  other  classes  of  the  Colonists,  this  country  has  incurred  an 
obligation  to  the  liberated  Africa;is,  as  solemn  and  imperious  as  it  is  pos- 
sible for  a  nation  to  contract;  an  obligation  as  binding  as  that  which  insures 
the  payment  of  his  dividend  to  the  fundholder,  or  of  his  pension  to  the 
wuuniled  and  disabled  soldier.  The  abolition  of  the  slave-trade,  both 
British  and  Foreign,  is  a  national,  not  a  colonial  concern.  On  this  sub- 
ject, we  have  contracted  engsgoments,  and  incurred  responsibilities,  in 
the  face  of  F.urope  and  of  the  world,  from  which,  by  no  sophistry  how- 
ever ingenious,  nor  by  any  considerations  of  economy  however  rigid  and 
unfeeling,  can  we  escape.  Are  the  wretched  beings,  whom  our  humane 
and  Christian  policy  has  led  us  to  rescue  from  chains  and  death,  to  be 
thrown  into  the  sea,  or  to  be  cast  ashore  again  on  the  barbarous  coast  from 
which  they  had  been  torni"  Or,  if  landed  at  some  given  point,  as  Sierra 
Leone,  are  they  to  be  left  to  the  risk  of  again  becoming  the  prey  of  the 
ferocious  kidnapper,  and  of  again  undergoing  all  the  horrors  of  the  mid- 
dle passage.''  Are  they  to  be  abandoned  to  brutal  ignorance,  to  misrule, 
to  treachery,  to  lawless  violence,  without  protection,  without  the  benign 
control  of  civil  government,  without  instruction,  without  Christian  sym- 
path}-,  or  Christian  light*  It  is  utterly  impossible  that  such  a  violation 
of  every  just  principle,  of  every  moral  obligation,  which  ought  to  guide 
the  conduct  of  nations  as  of  individuals,  can  be  seriously  contemplated  by 
any  man  of  reflection,  imbued  with  one  spark  of  humanity. 

But  independently  of  all  this,  on  the  26lh  of  June,  1829,  the  Under-Se- 
cretary of  State,  Mr.  Hay,  addressed  a  letter  to  Major  Uicketts  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms: — "1  have  had  much  pleasure  in  receiving  your  letter  of  the 
2rth  March.  The  disposition  to  build,  which  is  manifesting  itself  in  the 
villages,  aflbrds  a  strong  proof  of  the  improving  habits  of  the  people;  and 
it  will  be  wise  to  njfmd  every  encourage  merit  to  that  diaposi/inn,  which,  as  it 
springs  from  a  due  appreciation  of  the  comforts  of  civilized  life,  must  ope- 
rate as  an  incentive  to  inrlustry."  Abandonment  after  such  a  despatch! 
The  thing,  we  repeat,  is  absolutely  impossible,  at  least  without  either  such 
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a  flujfraiit  broucli  of  good  bilh  as  would  l)c  in  tlir  lilf^liost  dcjiec  opprohri- 
uus;  or  siicli  hd  overwliflmiii)^  nccc-s-iity  as  woidd  dispense  witli  llie  oli- 
stTvuncc  «)f  all  ordinary  rules  of  moral  comliict;  or  such  an  expenditure  in 
tlie  wav  of  indemnlly  for  all  llie  labor  and  all  the  capital  which  such  a  dc- 
sjjatch  may  have  incited  individuals  to  lay  out  at  Sierra  Leone,  as  would 
far  exceed  any  pecuniary  sacrifice  the  nation  can  now  be  reasonably  re- 
Huired  to  make,  in  conformity  to  its  plain  o':)Iijjalions,  for  the  maintenance 
of  that  Colony. 

And  what  is  to  comjjensate  us  for  this  j^ross  violation  of  our  duties?  A 
davin}^  of  expense,  we  shall  l>e  told.  Now,  no  man  can  fairly  o!)ject  to 
our  fiiltiiling'  our  clear  oblit^ations,  at  the  smallest  cost  which  is  called  for 
by  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  We  freely  and  fidly  admit  that  the  ex- 
])enditure  at  Sierra  Leone  was,  for  a  time,  of  a  very  lavish  description. — 
U  lias  been  such  as  not  only  improvidently  to  waste  the  public  money, 
but  needlessly  to  injure,  it  seems,  by  its  unseasonable  and  reckless  profu- 
sion, the  very  persons  for  whose  benefit  it  was  issued.  All  this  we  admit; 
and  we  admit  also,  that  the  case  called  for  the  strictest  investigation,  and 
the  most  rigid  control; — that  the  whole  system  required  a  thorough  revi- 
sion;— that  in  place  of  the  confusion,  disorder,  and  vacillation;  the  ab- 
sence of  established  regulations;  and  the  uncertain  and  changeful  plans 
•which,  till  a  recent  period,  had  marked  the  conduct  of  this  settlement, 
since  it  was  transferred,  in  1808,  by  the  Sierra  Leone  Company  to  the 
(;rown;  it  became  incumbent  on  Parliament  to  see  that  an  effective  reme- 
dy was  applied  to  these  evils,  and  that  by  clear,  precise,  and  judicious 
rules  steadily  enforced,  the  national  bounty  should  not  only  not  be  squan- 
dered, but  should  be  rendered  efPcctive  to  the  civilization,  improvement, 
and  comfort  of  the  population  who  are  its  objects. 

But  looking  at  the  statements  contained  in  the  official  documents  now 
submitted  to  I'arliament,  where,  we  confidently  ask,  could  the  same  re- 
sults be  produced  at  so  cheap  a  rate  as  at  Sierra  Leone?  If  we  examine 
the  present  scale  of  expense  for  the  maintenance  of  the  liberated  Africans, 
we  shall  find  it  difttcult  to  specify  a  single  spot,  on  either  side  of  the  At- 
lantic, where  similar  advantages  could  be  enjoyed  by  them,  and  where 
similar  benefits  could  be  conferred  upon  them,  for  more  than  double  the 
expense  that  is  now  incurred. 

Hut  we  shall  be  told  of  the  deadliness  of  the  climate,  of  the  dreadful 
waste  of  human  life  which  it  causes,  and  of  the  still  more  dreadful  waste 
which  it  must  hereafter  occasion. — Now  we  have  no  hesitation  to  admit, 
that  as  respects  Kuropeans,  and  more  especially  Kuropean  troops,  this 
objection  would  have  a  force  which  could  not  be  resisted,  if  the  mortali- 
ty which  it  justly  depicts  were  necessary  and  unavoidable,  instead  of  be- 
ing as  it  is,  so  uncalled-for  and  gratuitous,  as  actually  to  involve  a  cruel 
and  wanton  sacrifice  of  human  life.  We  maintain  that  there  does  not  now 
exist,  and   that  thtre  never  did  exist,  any  satisfactory  reason  for  exposing 
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the  lives  of  British  soldiers,  and  especially  soldiers  of  the  description  select 
ed  for  Sierra  Leone,  to  the  risks  of  a  climate  where  intemperance  is  to  sucli- 
a  sure  warrant  of  death,  and  where  black   soldiers  would  have  been  botU 
infinitely  more  safe  and  infinitely  more  serviceable  than  whites. 

The  bad  character  of  those  soldiers  may  be  inferred  from  the  following^ 
commmiisatioii  of  Mr-  II:iy,  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Sulivaii 
of  the  War-Offrce,  respecting  the  reduction  of  the  African  corps,  dated. 
23d  Jan\i:iry,  1829. 

"No  dirticulty,  it  is  conceived,  can  exist  in  disposing' of  the  native  men: 
they  may  be  located  among"  the  liberated  Africans.  But  Sir  Georjje  Mur- 
ray is  not  enabled  to  sugg^est  what  measures  should  be  taken  for  dispo- 
sing of  those  Kuropean  soldiers  who  are  serving  in  the  corps  on  terms  of 
commuted  punishment,  for  offences  of  tlie  nature  of  which  the  Secretary 
of  State  has  not  been  apprised.  From  all  the  information,  however^ 
which  has  from  time  to  time  been  received  at  this  department,  respect- 
ing the  general  bad  conduct  of  the  Kuropean  soldiers  of  the  Royal  African- 
Corps,  Sir  George  Murray  is  compelled  to  think  that  it  would  be  inexpe- 
dient and  even  dangerous  to  set  them  at  large;  and  if  they  cannot  be 
drafted  into  West  India  regiments,  or  it  should  not  be  deemed  convenient 
to  bring  them  home,  there  would  seem  to  be  no  alternative  but  to  contin- 
ne  them  embodied  in  the  two  companies  of  the  African  corps  wliich  it  is 
proposed  to  retain,  and  to  supply  the  casualties  among  them  by  Africans.'* 

In  other  words,  they  are  such  bad  subjects  that  they  must  be  allowed 
to  remain  in  that  deathful  climate  as  the  shortest  and  cheapest  way  of  get- 
ting rid  of  them. — And  yet  these' are  the  men  with  whose  presence  ancJ 
example  Sierra  Leone  has  been  afflicted,  and  of  the  effect  of  whose  crimes 
and  of  whose  profligate  habits  that  colony  must  bear  the  reproach.  On 
this  subject  let  the  official  documents  before  us  speak. 

"These  soldiers,"  says  Mr.  Surgeon  Bell,  "were  of  the  worst  descrip- 
tion; men  who  drank  to  the  greatest  excess;  and,  when  in  town,  it  w.ns  a 
very  common  occurrence,  of  a  morning,  to  find  a  half  dozen  of  whit€  sol^ 
diers  lying-  about  the  streets  beastly  intoxicated. 

"It  is  an  undou-'jlcd  fact,  in  my  own  mind,  that  drunkenness  more 
strongly  predisposes  the  constitutions  <)f  people  in  tiiis  country  to  fevers, 
(and  1  may  say  excites  them)  than  almost  any  other  habits."  Papers  of 
1830,  p.  31. 

Mr.  Ferguson,  Surgeon  of  the  Itoyal  African  Corps,  slates  as  follows: — 

"The  climate  of  Sierra  Leone  shews  little  or  no  morbid  peculiarity  of 
cflect  on  persons  born  in  Africa."  "On  Furopeans  it  is  productive  of 
fevers  of  the  intermittent,  bilitnis,  remittent  and  continued  types,  of  dys- 
entery and  diarrhcca,  and  of  the  numerous  train  of  complaints  called  or- 
ganic visceral  diseases  and  visceral  obstructions,  which  last  are  rarely 
found  idiopathic,  and  generally  occur  as  tlie  sequel?^  of  febrile  diseases.'' 
(Ibid.  p.  77.)     lie  then  enters  into  a  detail  of  morlalHy  among  the  Euro- 
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peuii  troops,  iiiul  closes  it  witli  "remarking-,  that  fVotn  tlie  very  dissolute 
lives  led  by  tl»e  soldiers,  they  do  not  uiford  the  surest  criterion  for  jiidf^- 
ing- of  the  influence  of  the  climate  on  European  constitutions,  as  lam 
convinced  that  a  threat  part  of  the  forci'-oing  tnclanclioly  detail  may  he 
directly  ascribed  to  causes  which  were  entirely  within  their  own  control." 
(Ibid.  p.  -9.) 

"VVe  add  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Sweeney,  Surgeon  to  the  forces; — 

"The  Colony  of  Sierra  Leone  has  some  important  advantages  over  the 
other  settlements;  a  greater  extent  of  cleared  country,  a  steady  range  of 
temperature,  and  a  plentiful  supply  of  excellent  water.  The  Gambia  has 
not  that  regularity  of  temperature,  and  the  water  is  bad;  and  at  Cape 
Coast  the  water  is  not  only  bad,  but  deficient  in  supply,  and  a  great 
source  of  guinea  worm,  at  least  such  was  the  case  the  year  1  was  there." 

'•Bad  as  the  climate  is,  and  though  it  is  too  frequent  tliat  the  local 
causes  are  not  under  one's  control,  still  there  are  many  of  the  exciting' 
that  arc;  and  from  a  disregard  of  them,  disease  and  death  are  often 
brought  on  by  the  thoughtless  Europeans;  such  as  the  heedless  exposure 
to  the  sun,  night  dews,  cold  and  wet,  and  intemperance.  Nothing-  is 
more  common  than  for  the  troops  to  be  so  intoxicated  that  many  cannot 
walk,  home  to  their  barracks;  they  sleep  among-  the  grass  all  night,  and, 
very  likely,  when  they  awake  they  find  themselves  drenched  to  the  skin 
with  rain.  Others  who  may  have  reached  their  quarters,  after  being  a 
short  time  in  bed  get  heated  from  the  stimulus  of  the  liquor;  they  then 
turn  out  for  the  cool  air,  perhaps  with  their  bodies  covered  with  perspi- 
ration; here  the  damp  of  the  night  will  give  a  sudden  check  to  perspira- 
tion; and  what  is  more  likely  than  fever  to  follow?  Notwithstanding  the  gen- 
erality of  the  men  are  of  loose  moral  characters,  I  think  many  of  their  irre- 
gularities proceed  from  the  forlorn  state  they  are  placed  in,  removed  for 
ever  from  their  country,  families,  and  friends,  and  possibly  their  own 
earthly  existence  short.  To  dispel  such  distressing  reflections  they  gene- 
rally fly  to  the  rum  bottle  for  relief,  as  their  usual  expression  is,  'A  short 
life  and  a  merry  one.'  The  present  ration  is  not  adecjuate  to  keep  up 
health;  the  beef  is  alwa3s  bad,  and  almost  destitute  of  nourishment;  a  re- 
turn to  the  small  rations  they  had  last  year  would  contribute  both  to  their 
Jiealth    and  comfort."     (ibiil  pp.  83  and  84.) 

Will  it  be  credited,  that  without  liie  fair  ground  of  any  necessity,  nay, 
with  a  vast  preponderance  of  evil  over  good,  we  should  have  continued 
to  send  European  officers  and  soldiers  in  such  numbers  to  the  African 
coast.^  It  was  an  inconsiderate  and  wanton  cxpendiiure  of  Uritish  life  for 
purposes  which  would  have  been  infinitely  better  answered  by  native 
troops;  than  whom  no  troops  have  provetl  themselves  more  worthy  of 
confidence;  and  on  whom,  as  Mr,  Ferguson  observes,  the  "cliniale  of 
Sierra  Leone  shows  no  morbid  peculiarity  of  cfTect."  Why  inilecd  might 
not  these  lrooj)s  be  also  olhcercd  by  individuals  of  the   black  or  colored 
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classes*      Nay,  why  might  not  :ill  (or  nearly  ull)  tlie   civil  offices  of  tlic 
Colony  he  filled  from  ihe  same  classes' 

'Ihis  objection  to  retaininjj  Sierra  Leone,  therefore,  has  no  foundation, 
except  in  the  infatuation,  for  in  this  lig-ht  we  must  reganl  it,  which  per- 
mitted such  a  needless  sacrifice  of  European  life. 

But  after  all,  Ihis  objection  comes  with  an  ill  grace  from  those  who, 
with  their  eyes  open  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  have  clamored  incessantly 
respeciing  the  sacrifice  of  European  life  at  Sierra  I.eone,  and  have  main- 
tained an  uniform  and  studied  silence  respecting  the  far  more  costly  sac- 
rifice of  such  life,  which  our  West  India  Colonies  entail  upon  us.  That 
incurred  for  Africa  has  been  transient  and  of  short  duration,  and  we  trust 
has  ceased  for  ever,  at  least  when  the  requisite  casualties  for  sweeping  ofl" 
the  existing  number  shall  have  taken  eflTect.  But  the  sacrifice  incurred 
for  the  West  Indies  is  very  far  more  extensive;  it  has  endured  for  genera- 
tions; and  it  is  now  proceeding,  and  promises,  if  Parliament  do  not  inter- 
fere, to  be  permanent. — We  have  long  wished  to  see  exhibited  to  the 
British  public  the  dreadful  roll  of  disease  and  death,  which,  since  the  year 
1790,  the  military  annals  of  the  West  Indies  would  unfold  to  view.  It 
would  sicken  them  still  more  of  the  slavery  which  this  mortality  has  been  ' 
incurred  to  uphold.  The  account  has  often  been  called  for,  but  as  often 
refused  by  those  who  best  know  the  ghastly  character  of  the  suppressed 
record.  In  the  last  session  of  parliament,  (2d  of  June,  1829,)  a  motion 
to  ihat  effect  was  made  and  actually  assented  to  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, as  appears  by  the  following  entry  in  the  votes  of  that  house.  "West 
Indies'  mortality  in  the  navy  and  army.  Return  ordered,  'shewing  the 
number  of  troops  stationed  in  the  dlH'erent  colonies  of  the  West  Indies, 
and  the  number  of  deaths  which  have  occurred  in  each  year  since  June, 
1810,  distinguishing  European  from  Colonial  corps,'  "  fcc 

Now,  not  only  has  this  return,  though  ordered,  not  been  produced,  but 
the  Secretary  of  War,  we  understand,  actually  refuses  to  produce  it,  and 
the  reason  we  believe  to  be  that  the  account  is  too  horrifying  for  the  pub- 
lic eye.  We  tnist,  however,  that  the  House  of  Commons  will  feel  it  to 
be  their  duty  to  enforce  a  contpllance  with  so  just  and  reasonable  and  ne- 
cessary a  requisition.  Let  us,  at  least,  know  what  we  pay  for  the  crime 
of  slavery,  not  only  in  treasure,  but  in  blood. 

We  will  add  no  more,  at  present,  except  to  state,  as  a  proof  that  Sierra 
Leone  is  not  unfavorable  to  the  health  of  the  black  and  colored  classes, 
that  the  Maroons  have  increased  there,  and  that  in  1828,  the  births  among- 
the  liberated  Africans,  in  the  villages,  are  stated  to  have  been  461,  viz. 
2.>4  males  and  227  females;  and  the  deaths,  590,  viz.  21.3  males  and  177 
females.  The  whole  population  of  the  liberated  Africans,  in  the  villages, 
m  that  year,  exclusive  of  2363  persons  resident  in  Freetown,  or  at  the 
timber  factories,  or  elsewhere  employed,  was  as  followsj — 
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Males — above  fourteen  years  of  sge,         -         6294 
uiidiT  that  ajje,  -         -         -         2813 

9107 


Females — above  fourteen  years  of  ag;e,     -         3702 
uiult-r  tiiat  age,         -  -         -         2195 


5897 


15004 

AAliut  makes  tliis  result  tlie  more  remarkable  is,  tliat  in  the  course  of 
the  preceding-  year,  2458  liberated  captives,  in  a  slate  of  disease  and  ema- 
ciation such  as  has  been  already  described,  had  been  added  to  the  popula- 
tion; and  that  the  proportion  of  adult  males  to  females  is  nearly  two  to  one. 

After  the  above  sheets  had  passed  through  the  press,  we  met  witli  the 
West  India  lUporter,  No.  XX\'II[,  wjiich  professes  to  give  a  view  of  tlie 
present  state  of  Sierra  Leone.  It  will  be  fownd  curiously  to  illustrate  the 
observations  with  which  we  commenced  the  present  article.  It  has  re- 
ceived, however,  vmconsciously  to  us,  so  full  and  complete  an  answer  in 
the  precedmg  pages,  as  to  render  one  additional  word,  for  the  purpose 
of  refutation,  unnecessary. 

By  way  of  set-off  to  our  statement  of  the  cost  of  slavery,  (No  57),  the 
Editors  have  given  us  what  they  call  "an  unpublished  officiul  document  " 
made  up  to  the  end  of  1826,  of  tlie  cost  of  Sierra  Leone.  This  "unpub- 
lished official  document,"  we  believe  to  be  nothino-  more  than  such  a 
modification  of  those  mendacious  statements  of  Blackwood,  which  have 
been  already  so  effectually  exposed  as  they  think  the  public  will  swal- 
low. If  the  document  they  speak  of  be  in  existence,  why  do  they  not 
produce  it?  We  do  not  believe  that  any  such  document  exists.  Indeed 
it  bears  on  its  front  the  characters  of  forgery.  And  yet  it  is  issued  as  an 
o/^(cm/ document,  under  the  sanction  of  the  West  India  Committee.  A 
farther  presumption  of  the  f;tbricated  character  of  this  pretended  docu- 
ment may  be  drawn  fiom  the  last  number  of  the  Quarterly  Review,  (No. 
LXXXIV  p.  524)  a  work  which  has  shown  itself  almost  as  bitterly  hos- 
tile to  Sierra  Leone  as  .Mr.  Macqueen  himself.  Its  words  are,  "The 
w'.iole  sum  expcn<led  upon  it  at  prexcnt,  is  ridiculously  small,  compared 
with  the  statements  which  have  been  put  fortii  on  the  subject."  Quere 
by  Mr.  .Macqueen  and  the  West  India  Ueporter' 

One  word  more:  the  authors  of  the  West  India  Reporter  wish  it  to  be  un- 
derstood, that  the  original  founders  of  Sierra  Leone  have  continued  to  con- 
duct it  since  it  was  transferred  to  the  C'rown  in  1808,  and  that  it  is  their 
plans  which  have  been  followed  by  the  Colonial  minister.  Now  the  fact 
is,  and  it  is  well  know  n  to  eacii  successive  Colonial  minister,  tiiat  since 
the  year  1808,  their  .^dvice,  re.specting  the  Colony,  has  never  been  asked, 
nor  have  their  su^^gestions  reppccting  it  been  attended  to,  wlitn  given  \iii- 
asked;  and  moreover,  that  since  then   no  appointment  bar.  taken  jilace  to 
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the  offices  of  g-ovenior  or  judg-e  on  tlieir  recommenjation:  nor  lias  any  iii- 
(lividnal  been  appoinUd  to  tliose  offices  wlio  was  even  personally  known 
to  them  beforehand.  They  are  perfectly  g'liiitless,  therefore,  either  of  the 
success  or  the  failure  which,  during^  the  last  twenty  years,  may  have  at- 
tended the  profjress  oi'  the  Colony. 

The  Fifteenth  Annual  fleeting  of  llie  American  Colonization 
■Society  was  held  on  !\Ionday  evening,  the  IGth  January,  in  the 
Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States.  At 
the  hour  appointed,  (half  past  G  o'clock)  the  Hall  was  filled  to 
overflowing  with  an  assembly  comprising  many  of  the  Officers  of 
Government,  Members  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  distinguish- 
ed strangers  and  citizens,  among  whom  were  seen  a  large  number 
of  the  fair  Ladies  of  our  Metropolis.  IMany  were  compelled  to 
retire,  being  unable  to  obtain  admission.  The  Hon.  Charles 
Fenton  Mkrcer,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Society, 
took  the  Chair.  .. 

The  following  Gentlemen  gave  in  theirnames  as  Delegates  to 
the  Meeting: — 
From  the  Aux.  Col.  Society  of  Canficld,  Trumbull  coimtij,  Ohio. 

Hon.  El.ISHA  WniTTI.ESKV. 

From  the  Worcester  County  Col.  Society,  3T(tss. 
Hon.  James  G.  Kendall. 

From  the  Albemarle  Colonization  Society,  Va. 
Thomas  W.  Gilmer, 
James  H.  Terril. 

From  the  Wilmhi^lon  Society,  Delaware. 
Hon.  Arnold  Natdain'. 

From  the  A^ewark  Col.  Society,  JVcw  Jersey. 
[Ton.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen, 
Hon.  Silas  Coxdut. 
From  the  Zanesville  and  Putnam  County  Society,  Ohio. 
Hon.  W.  W.  Irvix. 

From  the  Craufnrd  County  Society,  Penn. 
Hon.  John  Banks. 
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From  the  .V.  //.    Stale  Culunization  Socichj. 
Hon.  Samikl  13i;ix. 

From  the  Washington  Aux.  Col.  Society,  Pcnn. 
Hon.  Thomas  M'Ivknnon. 

From  Caldwell  County  xhix.  Col.  Society,  N.  C. 
Hon.  C.  Lyon. 

From  the  Westchester  County  Society,  Penn. 
Jesse  Kerzky. 

From  the  Society  oj  Friends  in  N.  Carolina. 
Jeremiah  Huhbakd, 
Allen  Hill. 

From  the  Georgetown,  Col.  Society,  D.  C. 
Rev.  James  M'Vean, 
James  Dunlop,  Esq. 
Thomas  Ttrner,  Esq. 

From  the  Stale  Col.  Society  of  Va. 
Hon.  Governor  Tyler, 
Hon.  Andrew  Stephenson, 
Chief  Justice  Marshall. 

From  the  Alexandria  Col.  Society,  D,  C. 
Rev.  Mr.  Harrison, 
Hl'gh  C.  Smith,  Esq. 

Vermont  Slate  Col.  Society. 
Hon.  Mr.  Prentiss, 
Hon.  Mr.  Seymour. 

Windham  County  Society,  Conn. 
Hon.  Mr.  Young. 

From  the  Voung  Mcn^s  Missionary  Society. 
Rev.  Mr.  Duriun. 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Laxrie,  after  the  organization  of  the  Meeting, 
addressed  the  Throne  of  Crace. 

Parts  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  Avith 
the  following  highly  interesting  letters  from  the  venerable  Lafay- 
ette, Ex-President  James  Madison  and  Chief  Justice  ^larshall, 
were  read  by  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  the  Secretarv,  to  w  horn 
they  were  addressed. 

Pauis,  October  29,  IR.Il. 
Ml/  Dear  Sir:   I  am  much  oblip^cd  to  you  for  tlie  Reports  you  have  the 
kindness  to  send.  The  progressing  state  of  our  Liberia  eslablisliment  is  tome 
47 
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a  source  of  enjoyment,  and  the  most  lively  interest.  Proud  as  1  am  of  tlie 
honor  of  being  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Society,  I  only  regret  that 
1  cannot  muke  niyst-If  more  useful.  Permit  me  to  requeat  every  informa- 
tion in  your  power.  My  whole  family  join  in  the  desire  to  receive,  besides 
the  Reports,  the  regular  files  of  the  Liberia  Herald,  extracts  of  which,  we 
ihall  take  care  to  have  publlslied. 

Henu-mher  me  to  our  friends,  and  believe  rae  most  truly,  your  affec- 
tionate friend, 

LAFAYETTE. 

V.'hen  the  Society  meet,  be  pleased  to  present  my  wishes,  gratitude, 
and  respect. 

MoNTPKLiEii,  December  29,  1831. 

Star  Sir:  1  received,  in  due  time,  your  letter  of  the  2lst  ult.  and  with 
due  sensibility  to  the  subject  of  it.  Such,  however,  has  been  the  effect 
of  a  painful  rlieumatism  on  my  general  condition,  as  well  as  in  disqualifying 
my  fingers  for  the  use  nf  tlie  pen,  that  I  could  not  do  justice  "to  the  prin- 
ciples and  measures  of  the  Colonization  Society  in  all  the  great  and  various 
relations  they  sustain  to  our  own  country  and  to  Africa,"  if  my  views  of  them 
could  have  the  value  which  your  partiality  supposes.  I  may  observe,  in 
brief,  that  the  Society  had  ahva\s  my  good  wishes,  though  with  hopes  of 
its  success  less  sanguine  than  were  entertained  by  others  found  to  have 
been  the  better  judges^  and,  that  I  feel  the  greatest  pleasure  at  the  pro- 
gress ah'eady  made  by  tiie  Society,  and  the  encouragement  to  encounter 
remaining  difficahies  afforded  by  the  earlier  and  greater  ones  already 
overcome.  M:iny  circumstances  at  the  present  moment  seem  to  concur 
in  brightening  the  prospt-cts  of  the  Society  and  cherishing  the  hope  that 
the  time  will  come,  when  the  dreadful  calamity  which  has  so  long  afflicted 
our  country  and  filled  so  many  with  despair,  will  be  gradually  removed  and 
by  means  consistent  with  justice,  peace  and  the  general  satisfaction:  thus 
}fiving  to  our  country  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  blessings  of  liberty,  and 
to  the  world  the  full  benefit  of  its  great  example.  I  never  considered  the 
main  difficulty  of  the  g-reat  work  as  lying  in  the  deficiency  of  emancipa- 
tions, but  in  an  inadequacy  of  as\  lums  for  such  a  growing  mass  of  popu- 
lation, and  in  the  great  expense  of  removing  it  to  its  new  home.  The 
spirit  of  private  manumission  as  the  laws  may  permit  and  the  exiles  may 
consent,  is  increasing  and  will  increase;  and  there  are  sufficient  indications 
that  the  public  authorities  in  slave  holding  States  are  looking  forward  to 
interpositions  in  different  forms  that  must  have  a  powerful  effect.  With 
respect  to  the  new  abode  for  the  emigrants,  all  agree  that  the  choice  made 
by  tlie  Society  is  rendered  peculiarly  appropriate  by  considerations  which 
need  not  be  repeated,  and  if  other  situations  should  not  be  found  eligi- 
ble receptacles  for  a  portion  of  them,  the  prospects  in  Africa  seem  to  be 
cxp»nding  in  a  highly  encouraging  degree. 

In  conteirplaliiig  the  pecuniary  resources  needed  for  the   removal  of 
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sncli  H  rmnihci-  to  so  great  a  d'lstance,  my  thoughts  ami  hopes  liavc  been 
Ions'  turned  to  tlie  ricli  fund  presented  in  tlie  western  lands  of  the  Nation, 
wliich  will  soon  entirely  cease  to  be  under  a  pledg-e  for  another  object. 
The  preat  one  in  question  is  truly  of  a  national  cliaracter,  and  it  is  known 
tiiat  distiiig'uished  patriots  not  dwelling-  in  slave-holding'  States  have  view- 
ed the  object  in  that  light  and  would  be  willing-  to  let  the  national  domain 
be  a  resource  in  cflecting'  it. 

Should  it  be  remarked  that  the  States,  though  all  may  be  interested  in 
relieving  our  country  from  the  colored  popidation,  they  are  not  equally 
SO;  it  is  but  fair  to  recollect,  that  the  sections  most  to  be  benefitted,  are 
those  whose  cessW-js  created  the  fund  to  be  disposed  of. 

I  am  aware  of  theconstitutional  obstacle  whicli  has  presented  itself;  but 
if  the  general  will  be  reconciled  to  an  application  of  tlie  territorial  fund  to 
the  removal  of  the  colored  population,  a  grant  to  Congress  of  the  necessa- 
ry authority  could  be  carried,  with  little  delay,  through  the  forms  of  the 
Constitution. 

Sincerely  wishing  an  increasing  success  to  the  labors  of  the  Society, 
I  pray  you  to  be  assured  of  my  esteem,  and  to  accept  my  friendly  saluta- 
tions. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
RicnMoxD,  Dec.  14,  1831. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  your  letter  of  the  7th,  in  the  course  of  the  mail, 
but  it  was  not  accompanied  by  the  documents  you  mention. 

I  undoubtedly  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  success  of  the  Society,  but, 
if  I  had  not  long  since  formed  a  resolution  against  appearing  in  print  on 
any  occasion,  1  should  now  be  unable  to  comply  with  your  request.  In 
addition  to  various  occupations  which  press  on  me  very  seriously,  the 
present  state  of  my  fiimily  is  such  as  to  prevent  my  attempting  to  prepare 
any  thing  for  publication. 

The  great  object  of  the  Society,  I  presume,  is  to  obtain  pecuniary  aids. 
Application  will  undoubtedly  be  made,  I  hope  successfull}-,  to  the  several 
State  Legislatures  by  the  societies  formed  within  tliem  respectivelv.  It  is 
extremely  desirable  that  they  should  pass  permanent  laws  on  the  subject, 
and  the  excitement  produced  by  the  late  insurrection  makes  ihis  a  favor- 
able moment  for  the  friends  of  the  Colony  to  press  for  such  acts.  It  would 
be  also  desirable,  if  such  a  direction  could  be  given  to  S'ate  Legislation 
as  might  have  some  tendency  to  incline  the  people  of  color  to  migrate. 
This,  however,  is  a  subject  of  mucli  delicacy.  AVhatever  may  be  the  suc- 
cess of  our  endeavors  to  obtain  acts  for  permanent  aids,  I  have  no  doubt 
that  our  applications  for  immediate  contributions  will  receive  attention. 
It  is  possible,  though  not  probable,  that  more  people  of  color  may  be  dis- 
posed to  migrate  than  can  be  provided  for  with  the  funds  the  Society 
may  be  enabled  to  command.  Under  this  impression  I  suggested,  some 
}car*  past,  to  one  or  two  of  the  Hoard  of  Managers,   to  allow  x  small  id- 
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(litional  bounty  in  lands  to   those   wlio  would  pay  their  own   passage  in 
whole  or  in  ptirt.     '1  he  sugc^estion,  however,  was  not  approved. 

It  is  undoubtedly  of  great  importance  to  retain  the  countenance  and 
protection  of  the  GenL-ral  Government.  Some  of  our  cruizers  stationed  on 
the  coast  of  Africa  would,  at  the  s.^me  time,  interrupt  the  slave  trade — a 
horrid  traflic  detested  by  all  good  men,  and  would  protect  the  vessels  and 
commerce  of  the  Color-.y  from  pirates  who  infest  those  seas.  The 
power  of  the  government  to  aflord  this  aid  is  not,  I  believe,  contested.  I 
regret  that  its  ])ower  to  grant  pecuniary,  aid  is  not  ec[!ially  free  from  ques- 
tion. On  this  subject,  I  have  always  thought  and  still  lliink  that  the  pro- 
position made  by  Mr.  King,  in  the  Senate,  is  the  most  unexceptionable, 
and  the  most  effVc'ive  t'.iat  can  be  devised. 

The  fund  would  probably  operate  as  rapidly  as  would  be  desirable, 
when  we  take  into  view  the  oilier  resources  which  might  come  in  aid  of 
it,  and  its  appllc  itlon  would  be,  perhaps,  less  exposed  to  those  consti- 
tutional objections  which  are  made  in  the  South  than  the  application  of 
money  drawn  from  the  Treasury  and  raised  by  taxes.  The  lands  are  the 
property  of  the  United  States,  and  lia\  e  heretofore  been  disposed  of  by 
the  government  under  the  Idea  of  absolute  ownership.  The  cessions  of 
the  several  States  convey  lliem  to  the  General  Government  for  the  com- 
mon benefit  without  prescribing  any  limits  to  the  judgment  nf  Congress, 
or  any  rule  by  which  that  judi^ment  shall  be  exercised.  The  cession  of 
"Virginia  indeed  seems  to  lo.ik  to  an  apportionment  of  the  fund  among 
the  States,  "according  to  their  several  re-pictive  proportions  in  the  gene- 
ral charge  and  expenditure."  Hut  this  cession  was  made  at  a  time  when 
the  lands  were  believed  to  be  tlie  oidy  available  fund  for  paying  the  debts 
of  the  United  States  and  suppoiting  tiieir  Government.  This  condition 
has  probably  been  supposed  to  be  conlroled  by  the  existing  constitution, 
which  gives  Congress  "power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules 
and  regulations  resptc'lng  the  territories  or  the  property  belonging  to  the 
U.S.  It  is  ceitain  that  the  donations  made  for  the  roads  and  colleges 
are  not  in  proportion  to  t!ie  part  borne  by  each  State  of  the  general  expen- 
diture. The  removal  of  our  colored  population  is,  I  think,  a  common 
object,  by  no  means  confined  to  the  slave  States,  althougli  tiiey  are  more 
immediately  interested  in  it.  The  whole  Union  would  be  strengthened 
by  it,  and  relieved  from  a  danger,  whose  extent  can  scarcely  be  estima- 
ted. It  lessens  very  much  in  my  estima'lon,  tlie  objection  in  a  political 
Tiew  to  the  application  of  this  a  npe  fund,  that  our  lands  are  becoming  an 
object  for  which  the  States  are  to  scramble,  and  which  threatens  to  sow 
the  seeds  of  discord  among  us  instead  of  being  what  they  might  be — a 
source  of  national  wealth. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  great  and  respectful  esteem, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.\RSi!ALL. 
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When  the  reading  of  the  Report  and  the  ahove  letters  was 
concluded,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Vanci:,  of  Ohio,  moved  the  following 
Resolution,  which   was  adopted. 

liesolvrd.  That  the  Report  ot"  the  Hoard  of  Managers  be  accepted,  and  tliat  10,- 
000  copies  be  [triiited  for  the  iiie  of  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  Ilev.  Lkonard  Bacox, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  reeoiiimeiided  to  the  friends  of  this  Society,  in  all  parts  of 
the  country,  to  make  themselves  fully  .ic(piainted  with  its  claims  and  merits  as  a 
benevolent  Institution,  and  as  such,  to  plead  for  it  with  the  public;  and  especially 
to  present  it*  plan  to  the  freo  people  of  color  as  an  Institution  designed  primarily 
and  most  immediati'ly  for  their  good. 

On  motion  by  the  Hon.  I^dward  Evkrktt,  of  Massachusetts, 

Resolved,  That  the  colonization  of  the  coast  of  Africa  is  the  most  eflicicnt  mode  of 
suppressing  the  slave  trade  and  civilizing  the  African  Continent. 

On  motion  by  the  Hon.  I\lr.  Archer,  of  Virginia, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Auxiliary  Societies,  and  friends  of  the 
assosiation  generally,  to  avail  themselves  of  the  present  moment,  to  address 
earnest  appeals  to  their  respective  State  Legislatures,  for  attention  and  aid  to  the 
great  object  of  the  Institution. 

On  motion,* 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Managers  be  instructed  to  prepare  and  present,  at 
as  early  a  day  as  convenient,  a  respectful  memorial  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  so- 
liciting such  aid  to  the  object  of  the  Society  as  in  their  wisdom  they  may  be  pleased 
to  grant. 

On  motion  of  Hon.  Mr.  Marshall,  of  Kentucky, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Meeting  be  given  to  J.  H.  M'Clure,  Esq.  of 
Newport,  Kentucky,  for  his  munificent  subscription  to  this  Institution,  often  thou- 
sand dollars  payable  in  ten  annual  instalments,  of  which  the  first  has  been  received; 
and  that  the  friends  of  African  Colonization  be  invited  to  do  all  in  their  power  to 
obtain  ten  or  more  subscriptions  of  equal  liberality,  as  suggested  by  him. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bates,  of  Massachusetts, 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  is  entitled  to  the  supi)ort  of  all  the  Friends  of  Chris- 
tianity as  essentially  conducing  to  promote  the  moral  and  religious  interests  of  the 
African  race. 

On  motion  of  Walter  Joni  s,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  ^Meeting  be  presented  to  the  Society  of  Friends 
in  North  Carolina  for  the  aid  which  they  have  liberally  and  repeatedly  rendered 
to  the  cause  of  African  Colonization. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Frrcri,  Professor  of  Theology  in  New 
Haven, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presented   to  such  Clergymen  and 


*  This  Resolution  was  to  have  been  moved  by  the  Hon   Theodore  Frelinghuysen, 
but  th;  groat  crowd  and  feeble  health,  prevented  his  remaining  at  the  meeting. 
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congregations,  as  have  ilurin";  the  last  year,  taken  up  collections  for  it,  on,  or  about 
tiie  4ih  of  July,  and  that  all  the  cburclies  and  congrfgatioas  in  the  United  States  be 
invited  annually  to  unite  in  a  measure  so  happily  adapted  to  promote  the  interests 
of  this  luslitution. 

On  motion  by  B.  L.  Lear,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Auxiliary  Col.  Societies  be  assured  of  the  gratitude 
of  this  Institution  for  the  efficient  and  liberal  aid  granted  by  them  during  the  year, 
nnd  that  they  be  requested,  at  this  interesting  crisis,  to  renew  their  efforts  to  ex- 
tend the  influence  and  augiueut  the  funds  of  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Walter  Coi.ton,  of  the  U.  S.  Navy, 

Besolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  given  to  the  Treasurer,  Richard 
Smith,  Lsq.  for  his  long  continued,  able,  and  gratuitous  services. 

On  motion  by  Rev.  Dr.  Laurie, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Meeting  be  presented  to  the  Hon.  C.  F.  Mer- 
cer, for  the  dignity  and  ability  with  which  he  has  presided  on  this  occasion. 

The  Society  then  proceeded   to  au  election  of  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year. 


Ue\> 
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The  Rev.  J.  K.  Converse  received  a  commission  during  lV»e  last  sum- 
mer for  two  months,  but  was  unable  to  spend  more  than  one  month  in  the 
service  of  the  Society.  His  field  was  New  Jersey  and  Delaware,  but  he 
visited  only  places  in  the  former  Stale.  The  following  is  extracted  from 
his  interesting  Report. 

Rev.  and  Dear  Sir:  My  labors  were  commenced  on  the  10th  of  June  and  closed 
on  the  (5th  of  July.  During  this  time,  I  visited  the  following  pl.ices,  in  most  of 
which,  meetings  were  calL.-d  and  addressed  in  behalf  of  colonization,  and  measures 
of  some  kind  adopted  for  raising  funds;  viz:  Princeton,  New  Brunswick,  Bound 
Brook,  Summerville,  Newark,  Elizabcthtown,  Orange,  Bloomfield,  Rahway,  Mor- 
ristown,  Mendham,  Springfield,  Trenton  and  Cranberrj-. 

I'rincelon. — New  Jersey  has  a  State  Society,  bearing  the  name  of  the  common- 
wealth. It  was  once  efficient;  and  it  still  embraces  among  its  officers  men,  to  whom 
the  cause  of  colonization  is  greatly  indebted;  but  it  has  been  in  a  languishing  condition 
for  two  or  three  years  past.  Most  of  its  Managers  reside  in  this  place.  I  endeavored 
to  get  a  meeting  of  their  Board  and  succeeded.  At  this  meeting  it  was  voted 
unanimously,  to  raise  for  the  use  of  the  Parent  Society,  $250,  in  Princeton  aad 
its  vicinity. 

Brunsu-ick .—1  delivered  a  discourse  on  the  subject  of  my  Agency  in  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  on  Stibbath,  June  19th,  and  a  collection  was  subsequently  taken 
up,  amounting  to  $2')  59.  In  the  evening,,  preached  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church 
of  Bninswifk,  and  tcok  up  a  collection  for  the  Society  of  $'23  86. 
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Oil  till"  Sstiiniay  cvoniuj  j)r."viotis,  luul  tlic  jili-u.-iurc  of  fiioctiiii^  tli<;  fioT,  Pro- 
fessors and  students  of  Rutgers  College,  iu  tlic  College  Chapel — a  lively  interest 
was  manifested  in  your  cause.  The  propriety  of  the  students  forming  them.selve* 
into  a  soeiety,  having  it  for  one  object  to  collect  information  respecting  the  free 
colored  population  of  our  land,  was  commended  to  their  attention  inu  shoit  address. 
The  plan  was  received  with  approbation,  and  a  committee  was  accordingly  appoint- 
ed to  draft  a  constitution  and  make  other  arrangements  for  organizing  such  a  soeiety. 
Botmd  Brook. — At  this  i)lace  a  meeting  was  called  and  a  Society  formed  Auxil- 
iary to  your  Board,  and  measures  were  adopted  for  raising  a  small  fund  which  has 
probably  been  transmitted,  ere  this,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rodgers,  the  President  of 
the  Society. 

Summer V ilk. — This  is  the  shirctown  of  Summerset  County.  At  a  numerous 
meeting  held  in  this  place,  a  County  Society  was  organized,  and  two  managers 
appointed  for  every  township  in  the  county,  whose  duty  it  i?  to  collect  funds  and 
promote  the  interests  of  the  general  cause  in  their  respective  fields  of  labor.  From 
this  Society,  I  think  you  may  safely  calculate  on  eflicient  aid. 

At  Rahwati,  I  found  a  flourishing  Society  already  engaged  iu  the  work,  and, 
therefore,  made  no  special  elVort  there. 

At  Springfield,  they  have  no  Society,  and  it  was  thought  inexpedient  to  attempt 
to  form  one.  It  was  decided  to  take  a  subscription  or  collection  near  the  4th  of 
July,  which  was  done.  The  amount,  S'15,  has  been  forwarded  to  me  by  the  Rer. 
Mr.  Doolittle. 

3Iorristown,  June  29th,  visited  this  place,  found  a  flourishing  Society  and  many 
liberal  hearted  friends  to  colonization.  Arrangements  were  made  for  celebrating 
the  4th  of  July,  with  reference  to  the  cause  of  colonization.  A  Fair  was  given  by 
the  Ladies  of  the  town  for  the  same  object.  Having  engagements  at  Newark  aed 
Elizabethtown,  on  the  4th  of  July,  I  did  not  attend  their  celebration,  but  was  in- 
formed that  the  whole  amount  raised  on  the  occasion,  was  $330  or  $400;  apart,  or 
all  of  which,  has  been  transmitted  to  your  Treasury. 

At  Maulham,  they  had  no  systematic  plan  of  aiding  your  enterprise,  but  gave 
encouragement  of  speedily  adopting  some  measures  to  secure  for  it  a  permanent  in- 
terest. A  collection  was  taken  on  the  3rd  July  in  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson's  Church, 
which,  I  learn,  has  been  forwarded  by  him. 

Newark. — On  Sabbath  evening,  July  3rd,  I  attended  a  general  mcicting  In  the  1st 
Presbyterian  Church,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kamiiton's,  and  preached  a  sermon  in  behalf  of 
the  cause.  The  collections  were  deferred,  to  be  taken  up  in  the  several  churches 
on  the  next  Sabbath.  The  next  morning  a  meeting  was  held  of  the  Newark  Colo- 
nization Society.  At  this  meeting,  and  during  the  two  or  three  following  days,  tho 
names  of  about  20  persons  were  obtained,  who  engaged  to  pay  $'20  each,  the  price 
of  sending  one  emigrant  to  Liberia.  This  subscription,  together  with  the  annual 
contributions  of  their  .Society  and  the  collections  in  the  churches,  will  make  about 
$600,  raised  in  Newark,  the  present  y<'ar,  for  the  use  of  your  Board.  For  this  suc- 
cess your  Board  are  greatly  indebted  to  the  efforts  of  a  few  influential  friends  resi- 
dent in  the  place. 

Etizabethlown. — A  meeting  was  held  at  FJlizabethtown  on  the  same  day,  (July 
4th)  in  the  Rev.  Dr.  .McOowel's  Church.  After  a  statement  of  the  object  of  the 
meeting,  together  with  the  wants  and  rlaims  of  the  American  Colonization  Society, 
in  several  appropriate  addresses,  a  pledge  was  unanimously  given  of  $'2')0,  or  a  sum 
sufTicicnt  to  send  out  10  emigrant",  to  be  raided  in  that  town;  and  proper  pcr»Pii» 
were  appointed  to  obtain  subscriptions  to  ihi*  amount  as  toon  as  practicable. 
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Bloomfield,  Orange  and  Cranbeiry,  were  visited,  but  very  little  was  accomplish- 
ed, owing  to  peculiar  circuinslaucfs.  Some  aid,  however,  may  be  expected  from 
each  of  these  place's. 

JVenton. — I  visiti-d  this  place  about  the  middle  of  July — preached  in  the  Rev. 
J.  W.  Alexander's  Church,  and  took  up  a  collection  amounting  to  $'16  94.  An 
clficient  Society  might,  and  probably  soon  ii'i7/,  be  formed  there  for  aiding  the  Pa- 
rent Institution. 

Dr.  Latta,  who  recently  received  a  commission  of  Agency  for  the  State 

of  Ohio,  writes — 

CiNciN.s-.\Ti,  December  1,  1831. 

Sir:  Having  received  my  commission  as  the  Agent  of  thu  Colonization  Society 
for  the  State  of  Ohio,  I  commenced  my  work  in  Cincinnati,  it  being  my  place 
of  residence.  I  di-livered  an  address  on  the  evening  of  the  12th  October,  1S31; 
raised  a  collection  of  $11  20.  We  then  proceed ?d  to  th--  formation  of  a  Society, 
that  consists  of  120  miunbars,  19  of  whom  are  life  members,  at  $10  each.  Amount 
$190.  Fifty-five  of  those  who  b^'cam_>  annual  subscrib-'rs,  gave  $56.  And  thers 
are  46  members,  whose  amount  is  not  fixed;  many  of  whom,  we  think,  will  becoma 
life  msmbers.  It  was  not  done  at  that  meeting  for  want  of  timi';  but  the  whole  will 
be  completed  at  a  meeting  appointed  on  the  23th  of  this  month;  at  which  time,  I  am 
to  deliver  another  address.  We  hope,  on  that  occasion,  to  do  more  than  on  the  for- 
mer Wc  think  the  people  in  Cincinnati,  when  the  subject  is  fairly  understood, 
will  do  much.  I  have  thought  (if  you  think  it  bsst)  of  forming  a  Sosiety  in  every 
r;hiir.;li  i".  fh-5  c'd7.  T!r-  S>':i  -ty  w  have  just  firni'd,  is  called  the  Miami  Colo- 
nization Society,  and  is  auxiliary  to  the  Parent  Institution.  The  officers  of  this 
Society,  are  as  follows: — 

WiLLi.AM  Neff,  President. 
Rev.  O.  M.  Spencer,  Vice-President. 
JosiAH  Lawrence,  Treasurer 
Henrv  E.  Spencer,  Seo-ctary. 

Managers.— "Sir.  Carnele,  David  Fisher,  S.  Williams,  Rev.  W.  B.  Christee, 
Rev.  T  A.  Morris,  L.  Quinton,  E.  Thorp,  George  Parcels.  Rev  John  Boyd,  C.  Mau- 
roc,  J.  Jordcn,  Rev.  E.  W.  Lehan,  C.  Williams,  Lewis  H.  Lee,  T.  Jorden. 

I  also  delivered  an  address  in  Hamilton,  B.itler  County;  raised  a  collection  of 
SS  87.  October  24,  delivered  an  address  in  Ncwcomb,  Preble  Connty;  raised  a 
collection  of  $1  90.  October  28th,  delivered  an  address  in  Eaton,  Preble  County; 
raised  a  collection  of  $4  45,  and  $20  was  subscrib^-d  to  a  constitution  for  the  pur- 
pose of  forming  an  Auxiliary.  Octob:;r  29th,  delivered  an  address  in  Winchester; 
raised  a  collection  of  $2  87  1-2.  Novem.  1st,  delivered  an  address  in  German 
Town;  raised  a  colh-ction  of  $4  77.  November  Sth,  delivered  an  address  in  New 
Richmond,  Clermont  County;  raised  a  collection  of  $4  14— add -d  22  members  to 
the  Society;  amount  of  subscription  $  14.  November  13th,  de4ivered  an  address  in 
Bethel,  Cleraiont  County,  raised  a  collection  of  $5 — formed  a  Society  of  71  mem- 
bers; amount  of  subscription  $5S.  This  Society  is  called  the  Bethel  Colonization 
Society,  and  is  auxiliary  to  the  Parent  Institution.  Officers,  Rev.  Aaron  Sargent, 
President;  Edward  Sinks,  Vice-President;  Randolph  M.  Sinks,  Secretary;  Dr. 
Wm.  Thompson,  Treasurer;  Zachariah  Riley,  Rev.  Moses  Warden,  James  Mus- 
grovc,  Samuel  Beck,  and  John  K.  jMorris,  Managers. 

"November  17th,  delivered  an  address  in  Georgetown,  Brown  Count)-;  raised 
a  collection  of  $7  31— formed  a  Society  of  33  members— amount  of  subscriptions 
«33.    ThiT  Society  is  called  the  Brownstcwn  ColonizatioB  Society,  and  is  Auxilia 


ry  to  Iho  Parent  Ttntiltttiou.  OHicen,  Re?.  Ro!<crt  H«ll,  Pre»iJunl;  JtuiiuN  Ucunit, 
Vioa-Prcsidcnt;  John  Shepherd,  Secretary;  Sauiuol  Glaize,  Treasurer;  Thoi.  W. 
Surgent,  J.  Purdani,  M.  Day,  Mr.  Fiiiky  ami  A.  Kin;?,  Muiiajiers. 

"November  19th,  delivered  an  addres*  in  Riiiley,  Brown  County;  raised  a 
collcctioo  of  ^7  40— added  '2ti  uiember*  to  tliu  Society;  anwiint  of  subscriptions  not 
knowD. 

'•Received  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Riploy  Colonization  Society,  ^1  as  a  donation 
from  Major  Jan>e«  Ferrier;  received  of  the  Rev.  John  Brown,  ^10  collected  by 
liin>  on  the  4th  July,  at  Porlsnioulli,  Ohio.  He  will  expect  you  to  send  hint  the 
African  Repo»itory;  direct  to  Portsnjouth,  Ohio.  Received  also,  of  the  Rev.  H.  O. 
Sheldon,  ^10  75— collected  by  him  on  the  llhofJuly,at  Wooster,  Ohio.  He 
will  also  expect  tlie  African  Rcptwitory." 

The  Kcv.  John  Crosby  is  now  eng-agcd  successfully  in  the  service  of  tlic 
Society  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  The  following:  extracts  will  give  a 
view  of  his  elTorts. 

Philadelphia,  JVou.  24,  1831. 

Rev.  and  Dear  Sir:  I  proceeded  noon  after  I  wrote  you,  to  Trcntou,  N.  J. 
where  I  remained  until  the  ICtli  instant.  While  there,  I  addressed  a  meeting  of 
citizens  from  various  parts  of  the  .State  at  which  the  speaker  of  the  Assembly  pre- 
sided. Mr.  Frelinafhiiysen  and  Mr.  Eliuau  followed  mc  with  resolutions  and  ad- 
dresses. On  the  Sabbatli,  I  presented  the  objects  and  claims  of  the  Society,  in  the 
Baptist,  Methodist,  and  Kpiscopal  Churches.  There  was  a  great  concourse  of  stran- 
gers in  Trenton,  while  I  wai  there,  and  it  is  believed  the  subject  of  colonization 
was  very  generally  discussed.  I,  however,  received  while  there  $201  .V2— of 
which  sum,  $\0l  52  were  collected  from  the  inhabitants  of  Trenton,  !|$53  were 
subscribed  by  tha  members  of  the  Lesjislaturc,  and  other  strangers  in  the  city,  and 
§50  was  a  dnift  fi-om  Ro.«well  L.  Colt,  which  came  to  me  through  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Frclinghuyscn.  A  meeting  was  held  of  a  few  individuals,  with  a  view  to 
the  promotion  of  an  auxiliary  for  the  city  of  Trenton,  and  a  constitution  was  adopt- 
ed. In  consideration,  however,  of  the  thinness  of  the  meeting,  it  adjourned  to  tho 
following  week,  when,  I  presume,  the  organization  of  the  Society  was  completed. 

Ob  the  16th,  I  went  to  Lawrenccville,  and  addressed  a  congregation  in  the  even- 
ing. At  the  close  of  the  meeting,  I  received  $15  68,  and  more  was  subscribed — 
and  I  left  the  subscription  to  be  increased.  I  left  the  city  of  Pliiiadelpliia  on  Sa- 
turday last,  and  spent  the  Sabbath  in  IJiirlington— addressed  the  Baptist  and  Meth- 
odist congregations  on  that  day,  and  a  small  assembly  on  Monday  evening.  Owing 
to  peculiar  circumstances,  I  received  nothing  from  the  Episcopal  Society — though  I 
am  cncouraeed  to  hope  they  will  contribute  something  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks. 
From  others  in  Burlington,  I  received  $2  J  79,  of  which  sum,  .«;'H  36  were  the  result 
of  a  collection  in  the  Methodist  Church.  On  Tuesday  1  proceeded  to  Mount  Holly, 
where  I  was  disappointed  of  a  meeting,  in  con^eciuence  of  a  mistake  about  th<>  ap- 
pointment, and  a  very  unpleasant  evening.  I  had  an  appointment  at  Bristol,  Penn- 
sylvania, which  prevented  my  being  at  Mount  Holly  u\cr  a  second  night;  I,  how- 
ever, received  $\4  from  a  few  individuals,  who  chiefly  bclrjng  to  the  Episcopal 
Soci-ity.  I  rcfrcted  exceedingly,  that  1  had  not  an  opporti.nity  of  .iddrcssing  the 
people  at  Mount  Holly,  as  I  found  less  information  there,  upon  the  subject,  than  1 
had  before  observed.  On  Wednesday,  I  returned  to  Bristol,  and  by  the  advice  of 
the  Episcopal  clergyman,  I  deferred  my  inectini;  there  to  another  ocf«»ion. 

/  (ih'u/d  hirr  stated  above,  that  .?30  c:  whii  was  cc.itributed  in  Trcnicn,  were 
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from  a  ft-w  ladM?s  in  St.  Michael's  Church,  to  conslilule  their  j>a«tor,  Rct.  Krcdericfc- 
Beaslr,  D.  D.  a  life  moiubcr. 

Reading,  Pa.  Dec.  23,  1831. 

AVhile  at  Philadcli>hia,  1  prcaclicd-  in  «ix  difTLTeut  churchci  on  Sundayn,  on  the 
kubjectof  the  Society.  The  ladies  in  those  congregations,  I  thiuk,  will  make- 
their  pastors  life  ineuibiTS.  They  have  done  it  already  iu  one  congregation — 
others  are  now  engaged  in  doing  it,  and  should  I  retiini  in  the  spring,  I  have  no 
doubt  that  object  may  be  secured  with  rcipcot  to  a  great  niauy  of  the  ministers  in 
Philadelphia. 

I  cuclosid,  a  few  weeks  .since,  a  draft  for  $--0  upon  the  U.  Slates'  Bank  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Society,  accompanying  which,  was  an  account  of  uiy  collections  up' 
to  my  arrival  in  Philadelphia;  I  presume  it  has  been  received,  though  1  have  had; 
uo  acknowledgment  of  it.  I  think  a  public  meeting  may  be  held  in  PhihtdelphiK 
with  considerable  success  in  the  sprinsj. 

Icameto  Heading  (Berks  County)  the  loth  instant — preached  on  the  Colonization, 
subject,  Sabbath  evening,  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  gave  a  public  Iccturx 
during  the  week.  The  prevailing  influenza,  however,  and  the  severity  of  the  cold 
caused  a  very  thin  attendance.  I  have  collected  about  I$i45  iu  this  place,  and  or- 
ganized a  Society,  with  the  exception  of  appointing- the  oWicers,  which  was  defer- 
red to  au  adjourned  meeting,  when  it  w;i£  expected  there  would  be  a  more  full  at- 
tendance. 

P0TT5VILLE,  SCCVI.KILL  CoONTY,  DeC.  26. 

I  left  Reading  the  '24th  instant — speut  the  Sabbath  at  Owinsburg,  a  small  German 
village.  I  there  delivered  au  address,  and  received  $2U  from  a  few  individual.*!,, 
and  ij-;  12- from  strangers  who  were  present. 

As  to  Pott«ville,  1  have  not  visited  a  place,  where  I  have  been  greeted  with  half 
the  interest  as  is  here  manifested.  1  shall  probably  get  no  money  now,  as  the  pop- 
ulation are  peculiarly  situated,  but  a  Society  will  doubtless  be  organized,  whicb 
will  hereafter  contribute  generously. 

I  am  highly  gratitied  with  the  reception  which  I  have  met  with  since  leaving  Phi- 
ladelphia. The  people  are  rousing  to  this  cause.  With  0!ie  voice  they  demand  that 
Ciovcrnment  should  interfere.  And  to  show  their  sincerity,  they  cheerfully  con- 
tribute individually  to  the  enterprise. 

WiLLiAMSPORT,  Lycomiko  CoiTNTY,  Jan.  9,  1832. 

My  last  was  dated  at  Pottsville.  I  delivered  an  address  in  that  place  and  formed' 
a  Society.  No  subscriptions  were  made  at  the  time,  but  i  am  much  mistaken,  if 
that  Society  does  not  prove  an  efficient  one.  The  town  is  suffering  now  from  great 
depreciation  of  business.  But  it  must  eventually  rise;  its  mountains  contain  coal  enougk 
to  warm  the  world.  Leaving  Pottsville,  I  crossed  over  to  Sunbury,  on  the  Susque- 
hanna, and  th'-  history  of  my  doings  since,  is  as  follows: — On  the  3Uth  ult.  I  lectured 
atSunbury.  On  the  Istinst.  (Sabbath)  1  delivered  two  discourses  at  Northumber- 
land—on the  3rd',  lectured  at  Danville— on  the  5th,  at  Milton— 6th,  at  Dcrrstown 
and  on  the  Sth  (Sabbath),  at  IMuncj-.  My  collection  at  Sunbury.  was  $35— ati 
Nortimmbcrland,  39  SI— at  Danville,  $108  28— at  Milton,  $45  50— at  Derrstown,. 
$41,  and  at  Muncy,  $44— total  in  eleven  dajs,  .$308  59.  It  should  be  remarked, 
to  the  credit  of  Danville,  that  a  collection  of  $50  was  made  for  the  Society  on  the 
4ih  of  July.  The  village  eonlains  but  700  inhabitants.  If  a  like  liberality  charac- 
terised the  country  generally,  the  Col.  Society  would  not  lack  for  fuuds.  At  Nor- 
thumberland, I  put  thing!  in  train  for  the  formation  of  an  Auxiliary.  At  Danville, 
»t  was  thought  they  did  not  ueid  a  Society,  and  after  the  spccimc*  I  had  of  the  U- 
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l>cr»litr  of  iti  citiiriu,  I  WM  Tcry  willing  to  Icaro  tli*  niBttrr  to  be  Jrei(U-d  by 
tbcuisi'lrrs.  Thoir  hrurts,  it  i»  bi-Iiovc-il,  bjtul  thi'iu  to  the  Colon i/.nt Ion  cauai-, 
more  strooi^ly  than  constitutions  or  stibs(Ti|>tioiis  can.  In  some  of  (he  other  places 
named,  \)orh(>ps  atixilinries  will  be  formed.  lu  any  event,  I  think,  they  will 
remember  the  Society  on  the  4lh  of  July.  iNLiiiy  whom  I  sec,  and  from  whom  I 
receive  doiutioiis,  have  known  scarcely  any  tliinf^  of  the  operations  of  the  Society 
before.  Hundred:!  of  minds  have  been  roused  to  the  subject  during  the  last  fort- 
ni;ht,  who,  perh-iits,  knew  tJiat  ibcre  was  such  an  Lustitution  as  tLc  Col.  Society — 
and  knew  nothin<;  more. 

January  10— I  lectured  in  this  p'ace  this  evening — shall  make  but  a  small  collee- 
tioo,  but  they  promise  to  make  the  greater  elFort  in  Julv.  My  rout  hence  is  to 
Jerseyahore,  Uellfoute  (perhaps  iluntiogdon),  Lewistown  to  Ilarrisburi;;,  where  I 
shaH  probably  be  in  leii  or  twelve  days.  If  you  wish  to  make  any  commuuicatiou, 
please  to  direct  to  Harrisburg. 

From  all  I  see,  I  am  satisfied,  that  what  the  public  need  to  bring  them  up  to  this 
enterprise,  is  light.  I  have  been  surprised  to  find  so  little  information  upon  this  sub- 
ject through  most  of  my  rout  to  this  place.  Let  light  be  given,  and  Africa  will  not 
stretch  out  her  supplicating  hand  in  vain.  I  am  daily  more  and  more  convinced 
that  this  is  a  noble  cause.  Who  can  but  feel  for  bleeding  Africa?  She  is  a  spcctac^u 
to  the  world.     Her  suffcriugt  are  without  a  parallel.     Her  cries  must  be  heard. 

The  racst  encouraging  intelligence  has  been  received  up  to 
.December,  from  the  Colony  by  the  Brig  Criterion.  The  emi- 
grants by  that  vessel,  after  a  very  long  passage,  arrived  in  safety, 
and  had  experienced  no  mortality,  from  the  e/Fects  of  the  climate. 
The  anniversary  of  the  victory  over  the  natives  in  JS'^-iwas  cele- 
brated with  much  spirit  on  the  1st  of  December.  The  Liberia 
Herald  gives  a  tlattering  account  of  the  increasing  trade  and  en- 
.terprise  of  the  settlers.  After  mentioning  the  valuable  products 
of  Grand  Bassa,  the  Herald  observes: 

"The  beach  is  lined  with  I.ibcrians  of  all  ages,  from  twelve  to  fifty 
yeai^,  eager  in  the  pursuit  of  traffic,  and  in  the  acquisition  of  Camwood; 
and  it  is  astonishing  what  little  time  is  necessary  to  qualify,  even  the 
youngest,  to  drive  as  hard  a  bargain  as  any  roving  merchant  from  the  land 
of  steady  habits,  with  his  assortment  of  tinware,  nutmegs,  books,  or  dry 
goods.  Here  the  simile  ends — for  it  is  to  be  wished  that  our  Liberianii 
would  follow  their  prototype  in  the  mother  country  throughout,  and  be 
as  careful  in  keeping  as  in  acquiring. 

"The  Libcrian  is  certainly  a  great  man,  and  wh.tt  is  more,  by  the  natives 
he  le  considered  a  while  man,  though  many  degrees  from  that  stand — for 
to  hn  thought  acquaii-.tcd  with  the  white  man's  fashions,  und  to  be  treated 
as  one,  are  considered  as  marks  of  great  distisclion  among  tlj^r  Ua^va  and 
'UtLer  iiali.jni." 
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To  the  .American  Coloniz,aiwn  Society,  from  I2th  Jamiarij, 
pjoi,  to  7  th  l^ebrunrij,  I83i!. 

Rev  J  Nott,  r>iick    rost-OfTice,  Delaware  co  Pa  to  make 

liimselfa  lite  member,  per  J  J  Gray $30 

Colleclion  tVcm    l"aiifu-lcl,  N  J   by    Uev    E  Osborne,   in 

t'les  Cl»  Cumberland  CO  New  Jersey,    ....  10 

by  litv  Millon  Cailger,  Amlover,  Mass 40 

Charles  P.rcwcr,  of  l'c:»ershurg',  who  hopes  to  contribute 

the  same  sum  annually, 50 

yrankfort  Col  i>oci(.ty,  Beaver  county,  Ftmsjlvania,  ..  12 

Yearlj'  Meeting  of  llio  Society  ot  fiiends,  N  Carolina,  ..  500 

Interest  on  J  Mechlin's   draft  for   prompt    pay- 
ment, as  follows,  vi/: — 

November  4,  $2  56 

2,  81 

2,  1 

30,  1  50      5  ST 

Col  Society  of  Virginia,  per  B  I? rand,  Treasurer,    500 

A  part  received  as  follows,  viz:^ — 

I'luckingham  Aux  Society,  per  R  G  Morris.  Tr  $73   50 
Claroline  co  Col    Soc  per   \ViHiamson  Tully,  .     27  12 
Ladies'  Col  Society,  of  Louisa  county — $4  of 
which  is  for  the  free  schools  in  Liberia,  per 

Miss  K  T  Minor,  Treasurer, 21  50 

Rev  Mr  iJowzee,  of  the    Methodist   Episcopal 

Church,  per  General  Cocke,    4  12 

Deep  Hun  Aux  «Jol  Soc  per  E  L  M  Jones,  Tr     34 
Female  Col    Soc    llichmond   and    Manchester, 

per  Mrs  C  C  Armstrong-,  Treasurer, 26  50 

Miss  \\  T  Minor,  Louisa  co  for  free  schools  in 

Liberia,  ...  7 

Some  person  in  Alexandria,  D  C  who  12  years  ago  co- 
vet lly  withheld  J2  from  the  wages  of  a  colored  woman; 
she  being  dead  and  the  person  knowing  no  way  of 
making  restitution  but  in  aid  of  the  Am  Col  Society, 

per  Uev  William  Jackson 2  70 

Rev   IJobert  Johnston,    of  Alleghany  co   Pennsylvania, 

per  General  John  Thompson, ■ 10 

A  P  Hopper,  St  Clairsvilie,  Ohio,   per  Hon  W   Kennon,  6 

Kcv  Jose[)h  Anderson,  of  ditto,  per  ditto,    7 

J    Harrlss,  Canton,    Stark  co  O.  per  Hon  Jiulge  Huggles,  1 

Burr  I'owell,  Esq  of  Loudon  county,  Virginia, 5 

Hon   Jacob   Burnett,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,   his   subscription 

on  plan  of  Gerrit  Smith 100 

Uev  l<  I'ost,  of  Washington,  D  C  annual  subscription,  .  1 

Hon  Tlieodore  rrcllngliuysen,  of  Newark,  New  Jersey, 

his  subscription  on  plan  of  Gerrit  Smith,     100 

Collection  in    I'res  Ch    Montrose,  Pennsylvania,  by  Rev 

I)D   Darnelle,  per   William    Joseph, 

by  Pev  E  Paine,  Claremont,  N    [1 8 

by  Uev  J  Maltby,  Sutton,    Massachusetts,  ....  20 

Micajah  Fairfield,  of  tiranville,  Ohio 3 

Collection  by  Miss  Emily  Canter,  o(  a  few  young  persons 
in  Ptach.im,  Vermont, 
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Micsjali  FairficKl,  of  (liaiivillc,  Oliio,  for  llic  Ui'posilory 

for  one  year, 2 

Miss  Julia  Crciijliton,  11  Vfavs  old,  ilaiijjhtiT  of  Hon  V/ 
(.'rei^-liton,  of  Ohio,  fur  proceeds  of  work  done  by  her- 
self, per  Ucv  Win    Mi-ade, 5 

Collections  by  Moses  Allen,  of  New  York,  u*  follows: — 

From  Uovvery  I'res  (;h  N  Y  per  Uiv  J  W'oodbridpe 36  43 

Diirliain,  (ireene  co  N  Y  Female  Charituble  Society, 

per  Harriet  Hand,   Triastircr,    

First  (^)nfr'l  Vh  Slu  (li^-M.  Ms  jier  Uvv  .1  Hradford, 
I'rcs  Cong'  Hiintinc;ton.  I.  I  per  \U-v  Mr  Urown,  . . . 

Conprej^ation  at  Uansvillt*,  N  York. 

Kev  J  Joyce — a  donation,  from  a  captain  of  a  small 
vessel  sailintf  from  New  Uedford,  for  thi-  circida- 

tion  of  tlic  scripltires  in  Liberia, 

Ref  Dutch  Ch   Itliica,  N  Y  pcv  Kev  A   M  Mann,  sen 

Cong-'l  Soc  Orwell,  \'t  Kev  Sherman  Kcilop,  p:'",tor, 

Do         Oswc'i^o,  Tiog-a  co  N  Y  Kev  A  I'lUman, 

Fii-st  Pres  Cli  lMut.sl)iir^h.  per  Kev  Moses  Chase,  . 

Kev  J  T  Adams,  of  iMattsburgh, 

Cirantl  Jiirv,  Cireene  CO  N  Y   

Dutch  Kcfd  Ch  Cattskill,  Kev  J  N  Wyckoff,  pastor. 

One  of  the  Apents, 

Pres  and  Meth  Societies,  in  Cha/.y,  Clinton  co  N  Y 

per  A  Scott,  Esq    

Asso  Kef'd  Ch  Newburph,  per  Rev  J  McCarrell,  .. 
Rev  J    Sickles,  pastor  of  Refd   Dutch  Ch  Kinder- 
hook,  X  York, 23  25 

Hulberry  st  Church,   (taken  some  time  since)  per 

Kev  a'  McClay 18 

Ref'd  Dutch  Ch'  Berg-en.  N  Y  per  Kev  H  C  Taylor,  6  63 

Jasper  Corning-,  on  G  Smith's  plan, 100 

First  Pres  Ch  Newbur.tj,  per  Kev  J  Johnson, 19 

A  younp  man  of  Jackson,  Louisiana 5 

Collections  by  Kev  J  K  Converse,  Agent,  as  follows,  viz: — 
Presbyterian   Church,  llrunsuick,   $25  59 
Dutch  C'hurch,  do  23  85 

Enclosed  to  him,  ilo  3 

J{ev  Mr  Dewitt 1 

At  Springfield, 15 

At  Trenton 16  94 


7 

9   84 

7  78 

7  87 

5 

14 

12 

24  55 

23  53 

2  39 

4  62 

6 

14 

11  06 

14  23 

85  38 

Deduct  expenses  and  compensation,  45  3. S     40 

Rev  J  Caldwell,  Chapel  Hill,  N  C  on  account  of  his  an- 
nual subscription  of  ;rlO  for  2  last  years,  per  J  (J  Dunn,  20 
Daniel  McMdlan,  Chester  C  H  as  follows — 

for   Repository $2 

donation  by  self, 1 

Joseph  Hetnf)hill,    ....        2  5 

Hon  L  S  Spence,  for  following  collections  in  Md:  viz — 

Presbyterian  Church,  Snowhill f8  25 

do  Pitts  creek,  . .        5  13  25 

Collections  in  the  Great  Cove  Ch  Bedford  co  and  Welsh 
Kun,  Franklif)  co  I'a  about    Ith    July,   j)er 

Robert  Kennedy,  of  Haperstown, 20 

John  McDonoghy,  K.sq  of  N   Orleans — his  first  payment 

on  plan  of  Gerrit  bniiih, 100 
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Collection  in  Pres  Ch    Greenwich,  CumherlHnd  co  N  J  7  50 

Collections  by  Ucv  J  (Jrosby,  Aj^ciit,  in  I'cnn  as  f.iilows: 
FhiUidtlpliia. — Samuel  Wcxxlwaid,  i<5.  Miss  McMin,  5, 
J  I'otls,  5,  C  Manse,  5,  l  lionius  Hinl,  5,  Thomas 
Sliewell,  3,  Dr  Griffith,  1,  Mr  I'rcscolt,  2,  MrGandy,  1, 
Elislia  Cro.vell,  2,  Mr  lIu'.cliinsDn,  1,  Mr  Armstrong", 
2,  Mr  Eirl,  1,  Miss  Mcllvalne,  2,  (Ulier  donations,  3, 
contributed  by  the  ladies  of  the  3d  Pres  Ch  30  50, 
of  which,  30  are  to  constitute  th^'ir  pastor,  Rev  Ezra 

S  Ely,  U  I)  a  life  member, ..  73  50 

Ihadiiv^ — \\  Keim,  i,23,  G  I)  U  Keim,  10,  J  M  Keim,  5. 
E  Hifjh,  5,  J  Ulster,  10,  S  IJ.iird,  5,  J  M  MoXi.^ht,  5, 
Olien  and  Fostei-,  5,  E  Dcrhert,  5,  M  S  liichards,  5,  I) 
M  Keim,  5,   J    lloti'man,  5,    J    Hitter  &;  Co    5,   J    G-'hr, 

5,  J  S  lleister,  5,    I   Heister,  5,  Evans,  Esq  5,  A 

liurk,  1,  \V  H  Smitii,  1,  U  lihein,  1,  W  Ermentruut,  1, 
D  S  Heisler,  1,  J  Piper,  1  50,  C  Coleman,  1  50,  N 
Sprenger,  1,  F  Kellofc,  2,  Mr  Echert,  1,  S  Jackson,  2, 
Uev  M  Miller,  1   50,  Rev    \V  Pauli,  I   50,    Mrs    Shaw, 

1,  G  M  Keim,  1  50,  P  Na.?le,  .Ir  1,  II  W  Smith,  1,  J  S 
lliversuclc,  1,  J  H  Wcitzel,  2,  .)  F  Eichhorn,  I,  S 
Hitter,  1,  J  L  Uunn,  1,  J  James,  1,  L  lieese,  2,  cash, 
5,  Dalaiice    of  a  collection  in   Pres   Ch  July  4,    1830, 

75  cents, 150  25 

Onvinjsburg. — C  Loeser,  5,  J  Bannan,  5,  W  15  Potts, 
2   50,  I    Eckcrt,  2,    \V  GiaefV,   1,    J    lluntzinger,  1,  C 

Witman,  3,  M  O  Schall,  1,  cash,  25  cents, 20  75 

PottsoilL. — Captain  Shillaber, 1 

S.inbury.  —  A  Jordan,  5,  E  Grenough,  5,  G  C  Donnel,  2, 
H  Masser,  2,  J  YDunjr,  2,  S  J  Parker,  2,  11  Zoxthei- 
mer,  1,  Jacob  Young-,  1,  J  (1  Martin,  1,  J  Al'er,  1,  VV 
IJewart,  3,  P  Lazarus,  1,  II  Bellas,  2,  S  Shindle,  1,  J 
G  Yountjman,  1,  G  Weitzel,  1,  E  Y  Bright,  1,  Dona- 
tions less  tiian  ^1,  3 o5 

Norlhumberland. — J  Boyd,  5,  R  Boyd,  3,  J  B  I5oyd,  1, 
\V  I"  Boyd,  1,  M  Johnson,  colored,  girl,  1,  (saved  by 
abstaining  from  the  use  of  sugar.  She  had  made  a  do- 
n  ition  of  the  same  amount  to  the  Col  Soc  on  the  last 
4th  of  July,  which  she  had  saved  in  the  same  manner.) 
J  Cowden,  5,  J  R  Priesly,  1,  J  Hepburn,  1,  Mr  Tag- 
gart,  2  50,  J  Pleasants,  2,  S  Jackson,  1,  Rev  J  Kay 
and  J  Kay,  Jr  1  50,  11  I.athy,  1,  T  T  Bonham,  1,  U 
Gilbert,  1,  cash,  6  75,  donations  less  than  a  dollar,  1  06, 

a  collection  at  a  monthly  concert,  4,   39  81 

Danville  — P  Bakly,  to  constitute  himself  a  life  member, 
$30,  R  L  Giier,  5,  W  Colt,  5,  W  G  Hurley,  5,  J  Bar- 
ber,  5,  Rev  R  Dunlop,  5,  J  Russel,  5,  Aliquis,  5,  D 
Montgomery,  2,  M  C  Grier,  3,  W  f;athcart,  2,-  J  Best, 

2,  J  Lundy,  2,  R  Mitchin,  1,  T  Woodside,  2,  John 
Moore,  1,  C  Donaldson,  2,  W  Montgomery,  5,  W 
Donaldson,  5,  J  C  Boyd,  5,  J   Lughend,  2,  collection, 

4  28 ' 103  2S 

Milton— ¥  W  Pollock,  5,  Rev  VV  Wilson,  5,  U  H  Ham- 
mond, 5,  S  Hepburn,  5,  T  Pollock,  5,    J  M'Dougal,  5, 

5  T  Brown,  2,  B  Yincent,  1  50,  S  Cadwallader,  1,  R 
McGuigon,  1,  Moore  and  Sterling,  2,  Rev  David  Kirk- 
patrick,  2,  S  Teas,  1,  cash,  4,  amount  of  donations  less 

than  a  dollar,  1, 45   50 
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Dcrrttnwn — W  !Invos,  5,  A  Cref-n,  5.  A  C.ra'iani,  3,  \Y 
C  Stf adman,  1.  j  Glass,  1,  U  II  Lanl,  1,  .1  lUnvs,  2.  IC 
Hayts,  1,  J  Walls,  1,  F  Siaii.crliton.  1,  J  (;ca.l:s.  1,  T 
VaiwalNah,  1,  J  F  Liim,  1,  SlI  Sti-ailman,  1,  .1  Ilutcli- 
insoM,  i,  If  McT.aiighlin,  1,  S  Wolfo.  1,  W  Wilson,  1,  J 
Moore,  1,  J  Hebcr,  'J.  J  Sargent,  1,  II  S  Clraham,  1, 
cash,   1   25 — iimoiint  of  Jonulions   less  than   :i  d  jjlar, 

2  25.   V  Wils.in,  1 41 

3Iunci/  —\V  C  KIlis,  f5,  l)r  Wood,  3,  W  A  Petriken,  3, 

J  K  l'ie»kTick,  3,  J  McJ;leery,  5,  C  Hull,  5,  ti  W  La- 
thy, 1,  Hev  I)  Steele,  1,  J  wDunnahav,  1,  I  FI  IJiown, 
1,  W  S  Kvans,  1,  A  Tavlor,  1,  J  I'al't,  1,  J  1»  I'alter- 
son,  1,  E  Thomas,  1,  t' Wood,  jr  1,  li  Kisk,  1,  Dr  J 
Kankin,  1,  collection,  6  25,  cash,   175, 44 

M'iltinmsporte.  —  T  Conjelle,   3,   J    Armstrong,   2,   A   U 

Hepburn,  1,  cash,  2,  collection,  4  54 12  54 

^'eicburnr.  —  n  Sproul,  5,  J    W   Smith,  1,  H  Shoemaker, 

1,  J  Thompson,  50  cents T  50 

Jersey  S/tvre.—\  N  Parsons,  5,  J  I)  Harris,  5,  Mr  Snyder,  5, 
J  Hamehon,  1,  W  Morrison,  1,  G  Tomb,  2,  S  B  Wa- 
ters, 1,  J  Wilson,  2,  A  Ferguson,  1  50,  cash,  3, 26  50 

3Lll/,al/ —Hev  IJ  M  Harber,'  5,  J  F  McCormick,  2,  S 
MctJormick,  2,  G  llressler,  2,  O  Atwood,  1,  N  Harvey, 

1,  H  White,  1,  A  Porter,  1 — amount  of  donations  less 

than  a  dollar,  5  50,    20  50 

M/hbiirou!f/i.—J  Miles,  5,  S  J  Green,  2,  F  It  Potts,  2,  A 

McMullcn,  1,  J  W  Miles,  1,  collection,  3  04, 14  04 

Bdlefuiile — G  Vanlenline,  5,  J  G  Lowry,  5,  W  Irvin,  5, 
U  Curtin,  5,  A  Gregg,  5,  F  U  Smith,  5,  W  McKvven,  5, 
J  Blanchard,  5,  J  llarris,  2,  A  Harris,  1,  J  liiglcr,  1, 
J    Har.kin,  2,  Kev  J    Linn.  2,  S  Pettil,  1,  W  W  Miles, 

2,  E  Ueeve.  1.  H  Humes,  2,  J  Gilleland,  2,  H  Vap.- 
dyke,  2.  K  Williams,  1,  (;  Beckwith,  2,  J  E  Gallaspr, 
1,  N  Mitchell,  2,  E  Johnston,  1,  E  Miles,  1  50,  W 
Pettlt.  1,  H  Hays,  1,  D  Dobbins,  1,  M  A  Harris,  2, 
cash,  3  50 — amount  of  donations   less  than   a  dollar, 

3  75,  J  Harris,  5 83  75 

Alexandria. — J  Scott,  5.  T  S  Keating,  10,  Rev  S  Wilson, 

5,  J  Cresswell,  5,  C  Bucher,  5,  G  \Vilson,  2,  S  Cald- 
well, 2,  C  Porter,  5,  D  Haugv,  2  50,  Gammell  and 
Stewart,  5,  J  Fisher,  2  50,  I)  Gemmell,  1,  J  H  Slew- 
art,  3,  IJ  Hewett,  1,  M  W  Nefl",  2.  J  Mclhaine,  2  50, 
W  Russ,  1,  B  Davidson,  1  50,  T  P  1.  T  Nowlan,  1,  J 
H  Stockwell,  1,  C  (Jay,  1  50,  J  Dougherty,  1,  S  Slew- 
art,  1,  J    Stewart,  2 — amount  of  donations  less  than  a 

dollar,  3  50 73 

Ilurttinf^dim.  —  \V  Oiblson,  5,  .1  Steele,  5,  .1  Ker  &  wife, 
10,  \V  Dorris,  5.  J  M  lUll,  5.  E  Dorcey,  5,  T  Johnston, 
5,  J  Mc<:ahn,5,  J  Iloflman,  5,  Mrs  Alli'.on,  5,  J  Brackin, 
5,  J  CoIIVy,  5,  Rev  J  Petbl.  s,  5.  J  Smith,  2  50,  S 
Thompson,  2  50,  A  Vantins,  1,  R  Wallace.  1,  A  Lew, 
1,  T  Fisher,  1.  H  Miller,  1,  Rev  H  Tarring.  1.  E  Pal- 
mer,  1.  D  Snare,  1,  J  Sn\(ler,  1,  W  (J  P  Town'^ley, 
1  50,  J  Hemphill,  1,  S  Miller,  1.  J  (Jiasier,  1,  J  Whi- 
taker,  sen  1.  A  (;\vin,  1,  R  Hitt,  2,  1)  Snyder,  1,  J 
Oaflfins.  1,  n  L  McCynnel.  1,  P  Swoofc,  jr  2,  V.  H  ' 
Miller,  1,  M  Gurpcr,  1,  R   Williams,  1,  B  Miller,  1,  D 


334  Cimlribuiwns.  [Fel*. 

Cowan,  1,  J  Hildebrand,  1,  five  colortJ  person?,  1  3J, 
J  Miller,  5,  casii,  3,  collection,  5  25 — amount  of  dona- 
tions less  llian  a  dollar,  8  92 127 

Lewintown  —J  B  Ard,  5,  W  M  Hall.  5,  K  IJ  Jac(»b,  5,  S 
McCluv,  5,  E  Hanks.  3,  S  W  Stewart,  3,  M  Long,  2, 
W  McCay,  1,  B  I'aiten,  jr  1,  G  Espv,  1,  J  Ki  .sloe,  1, 
.1  II  Lonj^,  1,  Kev  G  Yeaffer,  1,  S  Kl'lis,  1,  \V  Coi^'gs- 
liall,  1,  A  S  Wilson,  2,  J '  McDowell,  1,  W  Milcliel"l,2, 
W  Culbertson.  2,  J  Ciilbertson,  1,  J  Milliken  l]  C 
Kitty,  1,  H  Stoncr,  1,  C  \V  Kelso,  1 ,  J  .1  McCoy.  1,  J 
Parker,  2,  J  Milliken,  1,  J  McCoimick,  1,  K  L  Bene- 
dict, 2  50,  A  Blymyei-,  1,  G  W  I'atton,  1,  l"  Kreiden,  1, 
S  Maclay,  1,  cash,  6 — amount  of  donations  less  tlian  a 

dollar,  3  50, 6!^ 

Total  amount  acknowledi^ed  in  llie  above  list,  $988  92 
Deduct  retained  by  him,  88  92 

*900 
Of  the  donations  from  Ueadinq-— §30,   viz:  $25  from  B 
Keim,  Esq  and  $5  from  M    S  Richards  were  to  consti- 
tute their  pastor,  tiie  liev  F  II  Cummin,  a  life  member 
of  the  Society- 
Joseph  Avery,  of  Conway,  Mass  his  annual  subscription,  10 

A  friend  to  the  Society,  at  Annapolis,  Maryland, 10 

Hon  Harman  Denney,  of  Pittsburg-,  Pa  as  follows,  viz: 
Collection  in  Cong-  of  Cross  Uoads,  Washington 

CO  Pa  by  Hev  G  McCiudy, $:0 

in  the  Three  Springs  Congregation, 

by  Itev   U  Campbell, 13 

in    |{ackoc)n    Cong-     Washington    co 

Pa  by  Uev  Mr  Allen, 8  87 

in  Saltsl)urg-,   Armstrong   co    Pa  by 

Rev  Mr  Hughes, 3  50 

in   Scrub    Grass  Cong-     by   Kev   Mr 

Rigg-s,  of  Butler  CO  Pa 2  91 

in  Cong^  of  Licking-,  of  New  Keho- 
both,  by  Kev  John  Core,  Arm- 
strong-, co  Pennsylvania, 10  58  28 

Newark,  Col  Soc  per  L  A  Smith,  Tr  as  follows — 

Annuities  of  members, ^57 

Collection  in  the  1st  Pres  Ch  Newark, 

per  Kev  W  T  Hamilton,       26  68 
in  the  2d  Pres  Ch  Newark, 

per  Itev  P  C  Hay,   19  43 

in  the  3d  Pres  (Jh  Newark, 

per  Rev  B  Dickinson,..        22  17 
in    tile   Melh    Ch    Newark, 

per   Kev    J     J     Matthias,       30  51 
in  Baptist  Church   Newark, 

per  Kev  Mr  Piatt, 5  { 

in  Pres  Ch   Kockaway,  N  J  ,' 

per  Kev  B  King, 12  j 

in  2d  Pres  Ch  Orange,  N  J  1 

per  Kev  George  Picrson,         6  93  ^ 

balance  in  the  Treasury,  ..         3  13  $182  65  i 

Total,         S3 164  48  ' 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

We  have  just  received  highly  interesting  letters  from  FJliolt 
€resson,  Kscj.  the  Society's  Agent  in  Ihigland,  which  show,  con- 
ehisively,  tliat  the  most  sober  and  influential  friends  of  the  Afri- 
ran  cause  in  that  Country,  entirely  approve  of  the  principles  and 
proceedings  of  our  Institution,  and  are  delighted  with  the  mea- 
sure of  success  which,  under  a  gracious  Providence,  has  resulted 
from  its  efforts.  "We  shall,  at  another  time,  give  a  more  full  ac- 
count of  his  proceedings,  and  of  the  indications  favourable  to  the 
cause  of  the  Society  in  England.  Our  Agent  has  been  very 
successfid  in  awaking  the  attention  and  sympathies  of  the 
English  nation  to  the  importance  of  the  great  scheme  of  Phi- 
lanthropy in  which  the  Society  is  engaged. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Colonization  Society,  en- 
closing^ that  of  Capt.  Ahels,  is  from  the  National  Intellig'encer. 

Ori'icE  or  THK  Colonization  Society,  ) 
Washington,  Feb.  11,  1S3J.  5 

Gentlemen:  It  will  irivc  ploa^riirc  to  the  friLMids  of  the  Colonization  Scheme,  to 
know  that  while  accounts  from  Liberia  are  the  most  satisfactory  and  animating,  the 
evidences  of  deep  and  extensive  interest  iu  that  Colonj',  and  the  great  objects  for 
•which  it  was  founded,  in  every  .State  of  this  Union,  and  in  England,  (where  there 
is  at  present  an  Agent  of  the  .Society,)  are  becoming  daily  and  most  strikingly 
Dianitcst.  I  enclose  a  letter,  from  Capt.  Wm.  Abels,  who  visited  the  Colony  as  mas- 
ter of  the  Colonial  Schooner  Margaret  .Mercer,  and  who.^while  he  remained  at 
Monrovia,  for  thirteen  days,  daily  observed  and  ex!irahu-<l  on  shore  the  condition 
and  affairs  of  the  Colony.     Captain  Abels  is   a  man  of  integrity  and  pi»-ty. 

I  have  received  letters  from  various  sections  of  otir  Southern  conntry,  which 
leave  it  no  longer  doubtful  that  in  every  part  of  it  the  Society  has  warm  and  able 
friends,  who  will  di.f,-iid  its  principles  and  proceedings,  and  ])rovc  to  all  candid  and 
reflecting  minds  that  it  aims  to  acconii>lish  a  great  and  virtuous  end,  bj-  virtuous 
means.  In  E.igland,  the  indefatigable  Agent  of  the  Society,  EUioll  Cresmn,  i« 
making  known  the  merits  of  the  Society;  many  literary  and  religious  Jotiriuils  have 
recommcuded  it  to  the  public  patronage,  and  the  most  distinguished  friends  there  of 
Africa  and  of  man  haven-iven  it  their  ajiprobation  and  support.  The  venerable  Tliomat 
C7ar^»»n,  after  listening  with  (-nthusiastic  delight  (•inch  as  a  friend  remarked  he 
had  not  known  him  to  manifest  for  twenty  years)  to  the  statements  of  Mr.  Cresson, 
observed  "that  for  himself  he  was  free  to  confess  that,  of  all  the  things  that  have 
been  going  on  in  our  favor  since  1747,  when  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  was  first 
!icriou:ily  proposed,  that  which  is  going  on  in  .America  is  the  most  important.  Mr. 
inibtrforcf  »aid,  "You  have  gladdened  my  heart,  by  convinchig  me  that,  sanguine 
35  had   bfcn   my  hope*  of  the  happv  efT.cl*  lo  be  produced  bv  your  iniiJitnlions,  al 


5?fi  Jul  till  f^encf.  \¥vh. 

my  anticipation]  wert  .irsntfand  cold,  compared  vrilh  the  rcalitr.  This  may  truly 
be  deemed  a  pledge  of  the  Divine  favor."  lie  add.«,  "Believe  me,  no  Briton,  I  had 
almost  iaid  no  Aiucricau,  ran  take  a  livelier  interest  than  myself,  in  j-our  true  great- 
ness and  a:lory.  May  the  mutual  attachment  of  the  inhabitants  of  our  two  countries 
become  stronger  and  stronger,  however  diversified  in  body,  having  but  one  soul, 
and  alraoEt  anticipating  that  better  world,  where,  all  division!)  being  forever  done 
away,  all  shall  unite  in  one  song  of  thanksgiving,  and  piace  and  love  and  joy  shall 
be  com;)Iete  and  everlasting!"  What  friend  of  this  Society  will  not  feel  this  lau- 
j^uage  from  the  lips  of  men  honored  and  venerated  in  their  age  by  all  Christendom, 
almost  like  words  of  enconragemcut  and  benediction  from  the  sainted  spirits  into 
eompanionjhip  with  whom  they  will  shortly  enter!  -And  what  soul  not  desecrated 
aud  lost  to  all  that  is  ennobling  in  humanity,  will  not  at  thid  crisis  rejoice  in  the 
ti;»ns  of  the  times,  confirming  faith  in  the  speedy  return  io  their  proper  home  of  the 
exiled  children  of  Africa,  aud  llwir  participation  in  the  best  privileges  and  ble»ii- 
ings  of  our  nature? 

Washittgto.v,  Feb.  10,  1332. 
De'tr  Sir:  Haying  just  arrived  in  the  United  States  from  the  Colony  of  Liberia, 
to  which  place  I  went  as  master  of  the  Schooner  Margaret  Mercer,  and  where  I  re- 
mained thirteen  days,  during  which  time  I  was  daily  on  shore,  and  carefully  ob 
served  the  state  of  alTairs,  and  inquired  into  the  condition  of  the  people,  1  venture 
to  stnte  some  facts  in  regard  to  the  circumstances  and  prospects  of  the  Colony.  On 
the  14th  December  I  arrived,  and  on  the  loth  went  on  shore,  and  was  received  ia 
the  most  polite  and  friendly  manner  by  the  Governor,  Dr.  Mechlin,  who  introduced 
me  to  the  ministers  and  principal  inhabitants.  Ail  the  Colonists  appeared  to  be  in 
good  health.  AH  my  expectations  in  regard  to  the  aspect  of  things,  the  health, 
harmony,  order,  contentment,  industry,  aud  general  prosperity  of  the  settlers,  were 
more  than  realized.  There  are  about  two  himdred  buildings  in  the  town  of  Mon- 
rovia, extending  along  the  Cape  Montscrado,  not  far  from  a  mile  and  a  quarter. — 
Mcit  of  these  are  good  substantial  houses  and  stores,  ( the  first  story  of  many  of 
them  being  of  stone,)  aud  some  of  them  handsome,  spacious,  painted,  and  with  Ve- 
ikilian  blinds.  Nothing  struck  me  as  more  remarkable  than  the  great  superiority,  in 
intelligence,  manners,  conversation,  dress,  aud  general  appearance  in  every  respect, 
of  the  people  over  their  colored  brethren  in  America.  So  much  was  1  pleased  with 
what  I  saw,  that  I  observed  to  the  people,  should  I  m.ikc  a  true  report,  it  would 
hardly  be  credited  in  the  United  States.  Among  all  that  I  conversed  with,  /  diil 
not  find  a  diiconlcnled  person,  or  htai-  one  express  a  desire  to  return  to  America.  I 
saw  no  intemperaace,  nor  did  I  hear  a  profane  word  uttered  "jy  any  one.  Being  a 
IVlinister  of  the  Gospel,  ou  Christmas  day  I  preached  both  in  the  Methodist  aud 
Baptist  Church,  to  full  and  attentive  congn  gations  of  t'rom  three  to  four  hundred 
persons  in  each.  I  know  of  no  place  wheret  he  Sabbath  appears  to  be  more  respected 
than  in  Monrovia.  I  was  glad  to  »-e  that  the  Colonial  Agent  or  Governor  is  a  con- 
stant attendant  on  Divine  service,  and  appears  d.-sii-ous  of  promoting  the  moral  and 
religious  welfare  of  the  people.  Most  of  the  settlers  appear  to  be  rapidly  acquiring 
property;  and  1  have  nodoabt  they  an;  doing  bett.r  fur  themselves  and  their  children, 
in  Liberia,  than  they  could  do  in  any  other  [iart  of  the  world.  Could  the  free  people  of 
color  in  this  ejunt.-y  b'!t  see  the  real  eonditun  of  their  brethren  who  have  settled  in 
Africa,  I  am  per.-iuaJed  they  would  i^quin-  no  other  motive  to  indi:ce  thee.i  f;  eml- 
gr.il.'.     This  is  my  decided  aud  delib.^rate  judgincut. 

Very  itsp  Xifuih",  sir,  join  hieud  and  servHiit, 

WILLIA.M  A3KLS. 


IS.'C.j  liitelU^eiire.  .'5Rr 

P  S.  I  hire  ipTpml  timi-5  cliiioil  witli  tin-  ('ulnni^N,  iiid  I  tliiiik  iiu  ln-ttfr  tablr* 
toiild  bo  set  in  any  part  of  ihc  world.  AVo  hud  eycry  thin?  ihat  h<art  could  Ac- 
•ire,  of  iiu-atu,  and  fish,  and  fowls,  and  vrf^rtubK-si,  and  wines,  &c.  &c. 


MovKMKNTS  IX  ViniJiMA — Tlic  pi'<iplc  of  N'ipg'inia  are  awaking'  to  the 
solemn  consideration  of  the  wliole  subject  of  the  evil  of  thtir  colored 
population,  and  have  expressed  their  purpose,  through  the  General  As- 
sembly, to  aid  in  the  colonization  of  such  as  are  now  free,  and  of  such  as 
may  become  so,  either  by  tiie  will  of  individuals  or  tlie  laws  of  die  State. 
The  late  debate  in  the  ^'irgi^ia  Legislature,  embracing  the  entire  subject 
of  slavery,  has  been  one  of  the  higliest  interest  anil  importance.  The 
Editor  of  one  of  the  Hichmond  papers  observes:  "We  have  never  heard 
any  debate  so  eloquent,  so  sustained,  and  in  which  so  great  a  number  of  ^/ 
speakers  had  appeared  and  commanded  the  attention  of  so  numerous  and 
intelligent  an  audience.  The  debate  is  in  the  process  of  publication,  and 
the  world  can  partly,  though  not  fully  judge  of  its  merits.  It  has  been 
suggested  to  us,  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  incorporate  th's  debate,  so 
important  in  its  subject,  so  full  in  its  information,  so  comprehensive  in  its 
views,  and  so  momentous  in  its  consequences,  in  a  less  perisliable  form 
llian  a  newspaper,  and  we  accede  to  the  propriety  of  the  suggesiion." 

In  another  place  the  Kditor  of  the  Whig  remarks:  "The  debate  on  abo- 
lition contiiuies  with  increased  and  increasing  interest.  Virginia  has  never 
had  greater  reason  to  boast  of  her  gifted  sons.  The  debate  has  indeed 
been  one  of  transcendant  and  the  most  sustained  power  and  interest. — 
Day  after  day,  multituiles  throng  to  the  Capitol,  and  have  been  compen- 
sated by  eloquence  which  would  have  illustrated  Rome  or  Athens. 

Since  the  close  of  this  debate,  Mr.  IJroadnax,  from  the  Select  Commit- 
tee on  slaves  and  iree  negroes,  reported  a  Bill  "devising  the  ways  and 
means  for  deporting  free  negroes  and  such  as  may  become  free,  to  Libe- 
ria. The  Bill  as  modified  and  amended,  proposes  an  appropriation  of 
$35,000  for  the  present  year,  and  590,000  for  the  next,  to  be  expende'd 
in  colonizing  the  free  people  of  color,  and  it  has  passed  the  }{«use  of 
Delegates.  The  Governor  Kxecutive  Council  and  'I'reasurer,  are 
constituted  a  Central  Board  lo  superintend  the  execution  of  this  act. 
with  power  to  appoint  other  Boards. 

Jan.  oOih. — The  following  Uesohition  reported  from  the  Select  Com- 
irnttee  on  colored  population  in  tlic  House  of  Delegates  of  Virginia,  was 
read  and  concurred  in. 

Rttolved,  That  it  is  cxp'  dient  to  apply  to  the  General  Govcrnmrnt  to  procure  a 
territory  or  t<rritories,  beyond  the  limit.''  of  the  United  Statt«,  to  which  the  several 
States  may  remove  their  free  colored  population. 

On  the  30ih  of  February,  .Mr.  .Moore  submitted  the  following  joint 
Res'ihilion,  which  was,  on  his  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

Htinlvcd  bij  Utf  Semite  and  lloxite  qf  Ddef^alet,  That  the  Governor  ofiliis  f'om- 
•loanreallh  be,  and  he  ii  brrt-liy  requeitrd,  to  apply  to  the  Geaeral  Covtrnmeal  »■ 
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hchalf  of  tliis  (i'oneral  Afscmbly,  to  jirocnrc  a  territory  or  tcrVitorics,  beyond  the 
limits  of  tlic  United  States,  to  which  tlic  several  States  may  remove  the  whole  or 
iiy  part  of  their  colored  ])0])uIatiuii;  and,  that  the  Senators  of  this  State  in  Congress, 
lie  requested  to  use  llfii-  l>.-t  iil'.iiK  to  promote  that  object. 


We  are  informed  that  the  subject  of  colonizing  the  free  people  of  color 
is  under  consideration  in  the  Le^islnttire  of  Mauylanh,  and  that  a  liberal 
•jiproprialion  will  probably  be  made  during  its  present  session  for  this 
object. 


In  Co?rf:nr.f5S,  we  are  happy  to  state  that  the  following  Resolution,  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Jenifer,  of  Maryland,  with  the  amendments  proposed  by  Mr. 
Thompson,  of  Ohio,  and  Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  and  a  Memorial  from  an 
Auxiliary  Col.  Society,  presented  by  Mr  Condict,  of  New  Jersey,  have 
been  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  exiicdiency 
of  making  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  removing  from  the  United  States  and 
her  Territories,  the  free  people  of  color,  and  colonizhig  them  on  the  coast  of  Afri- 
ca, or  elsewhere. 


The  Slave  TnAni; — Honnii)  IjAnnAnixT. — The  Fair  Rosamond  and 
the  Black  Joke,  tenders  to  tlie  Dryad  frigate,  have  captured  three  slave 
vessels,  which  had  originally  l.SOO  slaves  on  board,  but  of  which  they 
succeeded  in  taking  only  306  to  Sierra  Leone.  It  appears  tiie  Fair  Rosa- 
mond had  captured  a  lugger,  with  106  Africans,  and  shortly  afterwards 
saw  the  Black  Joke  in  chase  of  two  other  luggers;  she  joined  in  the  pur- 
suit, but  tiie  vessels  succeeded  in  getting  into  the  Bonny  River,  and  landed 
600  slaves  before  the  tenders  could  take  possession  of  them.  They  found 
Ht  board  only  200,  but  asceitained  that  the  rascals  in  command  of  the 
slavers  had  thrown  overboard  180  slaves,  manacled  together,  four  of 
whom  only  were  picked  up. 


0^  At  the  late  session  of  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  an  act  was 
passed  prohibiting  colored  persons  from  preaching,  or  acting  as  class 
leaders. 


THE  END. 
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